Australia’s Favourite Football Fanzine And Even Bigger In Thomastown! 


www.goalweekly.com S 4 


gral: 


Season 5: Issue 8 Monday 20th April 2009 


Photo: Rocco Di Zio 


SOUVENIR 
SOCCEROO POSTER 


DEAN WINDASS TO 
JOIN GEORGIES 


INTERVIEW Wilh 
ANGE POSTECOGLOU 


EXCLUSIVE 


POSTECOGLOU AN 


~~ 


PROVI NW 1 FIXTURES / CUP COMPS / VPL ROUND 7 


Proud Technical Sponsors of a ae ee ee ee ee 
Italian Technical 


1. FFV P 

2 laidelbere Teamwear Suppliers 
3. Hume City FC For your local stockists call: 

4. Altona Magic Head Office: 

5. Sydney Olympic 02 9723 2487 
6. Marconi Stallions 


7. Football NSW E: info@sportplus.com.au 


eA 


Newly appointed Whittlesea Zebras 
Technical Director/Coach Ange 
Postecoglou speaks exclusively to 
Goal! Weekly about his approach to 
the new role, his plans for the club, 
his Greek coaching adventure and 
shares his thoughts on the local 
game. 


So you’re fresh from a stint coaching 
in Greece, you’ve been busy with some 
media committments, but you were obvi- 
ously keen to get back in to coaching? 
I’ve been back for a couple of months 
now and though I’ve got a fair bit on I'd 
still like to be involved in the coaching side 
of things. When the opportunity came up to 
tackle Whittlesea I thought it was a good 
challenge for me to get back into it. 


When accepting the job did you consider 
the off-field issues at the club that former 
coach Ivan Jolic said were a major factor 
in his teams’ poor start to the year? 
Obviously it is a major challenge, but at 
the end of the day the club’s acknowledged 
that and they take responsibility for what’s 
happened off the field and understand that 
it’s affected the on-field performance, but 
they’ve taken measures and done all the 
right things. 

My job is to get things right on the field. If 
things get sorted out as quickly as possible 
off the field, which I’m sure they will, that 
will help the players and myself do the job 
properly. In the meantime we’ve got to try 
and get some results and make sure the club 
SUuIVIVeS. 


Have you spoken to Jolic? 

No, I haven’t had a chance to talk to Ivan. 
I’ve watched the Zebras a couple of times 
this year, I’ve got an indication of the play- 
ing strengths. ’ve had a chat to Glenn 
Clarke, the assistant coach, he’s been there 
a while and worked with Ivan, so I think 
I’ve got a fair indication of where we’re at. 


Your first job is a massive task — Dande- 
nong away. They’re flying, on top of the 
league, no doubt it will be a tough first 
up challenge? 

Certainly, as you said, they are flying at 
the moment. It’s top versus bottom so its a 
major challenge but if we’re going to turn 
things around we need to do it pretty quick- 
ly. Confidence is a big factor when you’ve 
been struggling, but if you do manage to 
get a result against a top team it can turn 
things around quickly. So it’s an opportu- 
nity, every week will be an opportunity. 

At the end of the day it’s all about the 90 
minutes. Our previous performances be- 
come fairly irrelevant if we can perform 
well on the day. I’m looking forward to it. 


The transfer window opens up on May 
20 — will you be looking to bolster your 
squad? 

I’m going to have a good look at my squad, 
that’s the first thing. Having worked with 
the group for a few sessions now I don’t 
think that where they are on the ladder is an 
accurate reflection of their abilities. I think 
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Ange Postecoglou is welcomed to the Whittlesea Zebras by Joe Sala. 


they’re better than what they’ve shown. 
The first thing is to sum that up. Obviously 
we'll be looking to strengthen in May if we 
can get players who we think will fit in with 
what we’re trying to do. We’ll have a good 
look around in the next few weeks but I 
think the main thing at the moment is to get 
the guys we’ve got there playing to the best 
of their abilities and get an accurate picture 
of where we’re at. 


Are you confident of keeping the Zebras 
in VPL? 

I wouldn’t have taken the job if I wasn’t. 
You’ve got to back yourself. It’s going to be 
a lot of hard work but there’s plenty of the 
season to go. 


Whittlesea have announced that you’ll 
be coaching the VPL side as well as 
performing a Technical Director role, 
overhauling the club’s development pro- 
grams for the juniors and ensuring the 
right structures are in place. That’s a big 
job. 

It is. It was part of the attraction though. It’s 
of huge interest to me and something I want 
to pursue. Being National Youth coach for 
seven years has given me some pretty good 
insight into youth development. I want to to 
roll that out somewhere. I think there is still 
a huge void in talent development in this 
country and no-one’s really filling it. 


Will you be looking to get a systematic 
approach from all the club’s teams? Will 
they all be reading from the same page in 
regards to tactics and playing style? 

Yes, the whole idea is to work under the 
same umbrella and everyone working on 
the same wavelength, but when you talk 
about youth development, tactics and play- 
ing style are probably the last things you 
talk about. I think that’s where most people 
get it wrong here in Australia. They’re more 


interested in having a champion under 14’s 
side than actually producing footballers. I’d 
like to set up a program where the empha- 
sis is on producing footballers and nothing 
else, everything else becomes secondary. 
Thats the idea we’ ll be trying to implement, 
the emphasis on development of the indi- 
vidual footballer, rather than building good 
junior teams. 


Have the club committed to giving you 
adequate time and resources to imple- 
ment the changes and the new struc- 
ture? 

Yeah, they’ve been open to what I’ve said, 
but I guess the proof will be in the pudding 
as we go along, how we roll out things and 
how effective we are in doing it. The club 
is in a position where they’re quite open 
to it and obviously want to do it. They’ve 
had some enormous battles this year, which 
I think have been unneccesary, but I think 
they’re slowly winning those battles what 
they want to do when all the off-field stuff 
is done and dusted is to say ‘ Let’s set our- 
selves up to be a strong club in terms of the 
Premier League and our overall structure’. 
The facillity down there is one of the best 
in Victoria, it’s in a good catchment area, 
the northern suburbs, with a lot of talented 
kids. I think the club wants to be ready to 
take the next step. 


But if the Zebras are relegated, will 
you see through your technical director 
role? 

At the end of the day, the job is essential- 
ly to get the first team back on track, and 
that’s what I'll be concentrating on. Once 
we’re back on track we can start looking 
at the other things. I think the development 
side of things should go on regardless, but 
you’ve got to back yourself as a coach and 
I'll back myself to keep the club up. 


Have you got support staff who will be 
joining you at Zebras? 

Not at the moment, I’m going to work with 
the existing people there. Glenn Clarke 
has been here for quite a few years and he 
knows the club well and is well respected. 
Down the track I probably will bring some 
more people in but I don’t want to make 
any movements until I know where we’re 
at as a club. At the moment we’ll run as we 
are and slowly we’ll involve other people. 


Until recently you worked in Europe, 
coaching Panachaiki in the Greek third 
division. From what I’ve read it was an 
interesting experience for you? 

That’s part of the reason I wanted to over 
go there, to get new experiences. I think it 
makes you a better coach, to experience new 
things and learn how to deal with them. 

I resigned, but it was nothing to do with 
results. We were second from top, had only 
lost twice and were in line for promotion. 
My agreement with the owner was pretty 
specific - I was in charge of the football 
department. Around Christmas he decided 
to sell half the club to another owner who 
had different ideas. The new owner wanted 
to have a big say in the football depart- 
ment, and he signed seven players as soon 
as the January window opened without my 
knowledge. As soon as that happened I 
knew it wouldn’t work, I work differently. 
It was quite obvious they wanted to change 
the first team around a fair bit and the new 
owner wanted a big say in what was hap- 
pening so I resigned. 


Your thoughts on the VPL and the way 
forward for football in Victoria? 

Well, I think it needs a major overhaul. The 
A-League’s going really well in a lot of ar- 
eas and it’s a legitimate league in the Aus- 
tralian sporting landscape now. But when 
you think that the VPL is really the second 
tier competition, there’s a big gap develop- 
ing already in terms of crowds, facilities, a 
whole range of things, and it needs a major 
shake up. 

I think it’s a huge challenge for the FFV. 
I’m not sure what’s in their plans. I certain- 
ly think that they need to re-do the VPL in 
a different way, try and re-lauch it so it be- 
comes a more legitimate competition. Hav- 
ing said that, there’s a lot of good people 
in the VPL and I think that’s where maybe 
they’ ll (FFV) go wrong, maybe they’!I look 
to start disbanding teams. I think you’ve 
got to be inclusive. The people in the VPL 
now are people who have put decades into 
the game, they’ve got a real passion for the 
game, you’ve got to include them in what- 
ever you go ahead with. 

I think that’s how they can get more suc- 
cess, if they’re inclusive of the people that 
are there at the moment, and help them to 
develop a better league and a more legiti- 
mate second tier competition. 


Thanks for your time Ange and good 
luck for the rest of the season. 


By Chris Aloi 
Photo: Courtesy II Globo 
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George Cross 


THE great Dean Windass wants to pull on 
the George Cross strip this season for a 
guest stint of at least four games starting 
in June. 

Windass is a close friend of Georgies coach Andy 
O’Dell and plans to stay with the O’Dell family if 
his trip here is sanctioned. 

The only hitch to the deal is that Windass remains 
contracted to Hull and requires permission to play 
as a guest player overseas. 

A Hull City legend in every possible sense, Win- 
dass was the fulcrum of the team which earned a 
place in the Premier League for the first time ever 
through the play-offs in 2007/08. 

Born and bred in Hull, Windass was released by 
City as a teenager — amazingly he was thought 

to be too small — and he dropped into non-league 
football. But his performances down the road at 
North Ferriby — he worked as a builder during this 
time — in the Northern Counties East League were 
being monitored and he was re-signed in 1991. 
Windass stayed at City for four years but he was 
sold in 1995, after scoring 64 goals in 205 games, 
with City in dire financial trouble. Even though 
Norwich City made a higher bid for his services, 
the striker was sold to Aberdeen as the Dons paid 
the £600,000 in one complete installment. 

Known for his fiery and robust style Windass 
bagged 25 goals in his first season in the Scottish 
Premier League though will be most remembered 
for picking up three red cards in one match — for 
the original dismissal, abusing the officials and 
kicking a corner flag. 

Homesick for England he signed for Oxford 

for £475,000 but only spent a short while at the 
Manor Ground before joining Bradford in March 
1999 for £950,000. He spent two years with the 
Bantams before being signed by Middlesbrough 
for £600,000. 

Windass failed to make an impression at the 
Riverside and was loaned out to both Sheffield 
Wednesday and United before joining the Blades 
on a free transfer in January 2003. It would be a 
short stay as he moved back to Bradford at the end 
of the campaign. 

Despite Bradford’s financial woes, Windass was 
superb and proved to be a rare bright spot for the 
West Yorkshire side. He scored 60 goals in 138 
starts despite already being well into his 30s. 
Those money troubles forced Bradford to remove 
Windass from their wage bill and he agreed to 
return to Hull in January 2007 on loan for the 
remainder of the season. And what a return it was, 
bagging eight Championship goals in just 15 starts 
to pull Hull away from the relegation zone. The 
prodigal had returned. 
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Hull City legend Dean Windass is heading for Chaplin Reserve and a guest stint with 
George Cross. 


Hull secured a £150,000 permanent move for the 
striker, who by this time had turned 38, in the sum- 
mer of 2007. And it was money well spent as he 
scored 11 Championship goals despite starting 29 
matches and used sparingly to protect his fitness. 
Windass then scored the vital opener in the first 
leg of the play-off semi-final at Watford. And in 
the final, against Bristol City, it was Windass who 
scored the only goal of the game with an absolute 
peach from the edge of the area. 

The striker may have found life hard going in the 
top flight with Hull with another year on the clock, 
but he more than earned another crack at Premier 
League football with his hometown club. 

Very much a marginalised figure in 2008/09, he 
often spoken of his frustration at not being able 

to get into the Hull team which started the season 
in electric form. After five appearances he left the 
Tigers in January 2009 on loan to Oldham Athletic 


for the remainder of the season. 

His signing would represent a major coup for 
George Cross and Windass would follow in the 
footsteps of another Hull legend, the great Ken 
Wagstaff, who played for and coached George 
Cross in the 1970s. Another former George Cross 
player-coach, Billy Wilkinson, made 233 appear- 
ances for Hull and was awarded a testimonial 
match in 1973 after 10 consecutive seasons with 
the club. 

Other high-profile English players to have graced 
the elite level in Victorian football include Martin 
Peters and Martin Chivers who both had guest 
stints with Frankston City. 


By Craig MacKenzie 
Exclusive 


VPL EMBRACES ANZAC DAY 


The Victorian football community will hon- 
our those who gave their lives whilst serving 
the nation with three Round 8 VPL fixtures 
taking place on ANZAC Day on April 25. 

On a day where Australia stops give thanks to 
those who served so bravely, Hume City meets 
South Melbourne, Green Gully take on Heidelberg 
and Altona lock horns with Oakleigh. 

Hume City, a club with a strong Turkish heritage, 
host South Melbourne for the inaugural ANZAC 
Day Cup. The initiative follows a similar venture 
by FFA who recently announced a series of com- 
memorative youth international matches between 
Australia and Turkey. 

A memorial service will be held before the match, 
honouring those who served at Gallipoli in WWI 
and the event also celebrates the history and strong 
links shared by Australia and Turkey. 

Captain of the Hume City team Serdar Pir said, 
“This is a fantastic chance for us to play in an event 
which has so much meaning associated with it, 
when you put it in context, those brave men literally 
put their lives on the line for what they believe in, 
the mateship that existed would have been unbeliev- 
able, the playing group is excited at the chance to 
play in the memory of the fallen soldiers.” 

South Melbourne coach Michael Michalakopou- 


los said it was an honour for his club to play in the 
fixture. 

“Its a privilege for the club to be involved in not 
only the game but playing for a cup named after the 
ANZAC’s.” 

Michalakopoulos also said his squad were look- 
ing forward to the match at Broadmeadows Valley 
Park. 

“The players understand the significance of the 
day and will give their all, keeping in mind how 
fortunate they are. They are only able to do what 
they love doing as a result of sacrifices made by the 
people who fought in the wars.” 

Green Gully have taken their clash with Heidel- 
berg on ANZAC Day up the Calder Highway to 
Tom Flood Reserve in Bendigo, where ANZAC day 
will also be celebrated before the 4pm kickoff. 

Green Gully secretary Raymond Mamo said his 
club wanted to honour those who have served the 
nation as well as expose regional Victoria to the 
VPL. 

“We are organizing for members of the Bendigo 
RSL to be involved. They will come onto the ground 
before the match and meet the players, so both clubs 
can pay their respects to the people who fought for 
this country, showing them the appreciation that 
they deserve.” 


Mamo said the club would consider making Anzai 
Day fixture an annual event if the Bendigo commu 
nity got behind the match. 

“We want to get regional Victorian football fol 
lowers involved in the league. I’d like to continu 
playing an ANZAC day game in Bendigo ever 
year, if it could be organized.” 

Green Gully are generously donating gate re 
ceipts for the match to the Bendigo Amatuer Socce 
League. 

“We really want to support football in the Bendig: 
community.” said Mamo 


ANZAC DAY CLAHES, 
SATURDAY 25th APRIL 

Hume City v Sth Melbourne - 3.00pm @ Broad 

meadows Valley Park 

Green Gully v Heidelberg 

- 3.30pm @ Tom Flood Reserve, Bendigo 

Altona v Oakleigh 

- 7.30pm @ Paisley Park 


By Chris Aloi 
Anzac Day Preview 


Monday 20th April 2009 = p3 


ERREA SCOREBOARD 


Dandenong Thunder 


Richmond 


South Melbourne 


Heidelberg Utd* 


Green Gully Cavaliers 


Altona Magic 
Hume City 


Oakleigh Cannons 
Sunshine Georgies 
Melbourne Knights* 


Preston Lions 


Whittlesea Zebras 


a) VPL RESULTS 


= 


VEL Round 7 


: 


= — ~~ 
© . VPL STANDINGS rrea 
~= ’ * 


= 
> 
0 
—| 


Noah ©WOOON = OT 


= NO 
ANNO OO CO Bh ON OI ND 
—_ 
—_ 


NORRWWNHAANAO SE 
— 


Green Gully Cavaliers 2 (K Delev J Nikolic) South Melb 2 (F De Moraes G De Nittis) : 2 


Dandenong Thunder 2 (CF Quirk R Davidson) Whittlesea Zebras 1 (T Apostolikas) 
Hume City 6 (T Baser Z Petrevski 2 A Opazo C Ucarli N Harrhy) Preston Lions 0 
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Heidelberg United v Melbourne Knights* (Playing Tonight) 
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RICHMOND V DANDENONG 

Fri 24th Apr, 8:30pm Kevin Bartlett Res 
Who can stop the Thunder storm?, Rich- 
mond will fancy their chances, and have 
the quality to do so. However Dandenong 
are on an absolute roll, they fear no-one 
and will fancy their chances at a ground 
they have a good record on. Should be a 
cracker, to hard to call. SCORE DRAW 


Last 5 Meetings: Dand 1-2 Rich (2005), 
Rich 0-2 Dand (2005), Rich 0-2 Dand 
(2004), Dand 3-2 Rich (2004), Rich 2-4 
Dand (2000). 


HUME CITY V SOUTH MELBOURNE- 
Sat 25h Apr, 3:30pm Broadmeadows 
Valley Park. 

Hume and South Melbourne will contest in 
an Anzac Day blockbuster. South are on a 
five match unbeaten run, where Hume are 
looking like they are finally hitting their 
straps. Another tough one to call, hard to 
go against the form team though. 

AWAY WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Hume 2-3 South (2008), 
South 1-2 Hume (2008), DNP 


GREEN GULLY V HEIDELBERG 

Sat 25th Apr, 4:00pm Tom Flood Reserve 
(Bendigo). 

Victorian Football heads up to Bendigo, as 
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Green Gully and Heidelberg look to renew 
their rivalry on Anzac Day. Heidelberg 
holds an impressive record over the Cava- 


liers in recent form, and will start this game 


as slight favourites. AWAY WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Gully 0-2 Heid (2008 
Finals), Gully 1-1 Heid (2008), Heid 2-2 


Gully (2008), Heid 2-2 Gully (2007), Gully 


1-2 Heid (2007). 
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ALTONA MAGIC V OAKLEIGH 
Sat 25th Apr, 6:30pm Paisley Park. 
Important match for both sides. Having 


experienced indifferent starts to the season, 


this match shapes up as a season defining 
game. Altona and Oakleigh both have title 
ambitions, expect a close and tough fought 
game. DRAW 


Last 5 Meetings: Altona 2-1 Oak (2008), 
Oak 2-1 Altona (2008), Altona 0-1 Oak 
(2007), Altona 0-1 Oak (2007 Finals), Oak 
0-2 Altona (2006 Finals) 


MELB KNIGHTS V WHITTLESEA 
Sun 26th Apr, 3:00pm Mansion Stadium 
The Knights will finally play a home game 


after a marathon run of seven straight away 


game. A home fixture against the Zebra’s 
could be what the doctor ordered to get 
their season back on track, but don’t be 
fooled as Whittlesea are improving and are 


the Knights hoodoo team. HOME WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Whitt 3-3 Knights (2008), 


Knights 2-1 Whitt (2008), Whitt 2-1 
Knights (2007), Knights 0-2 Whitt (2007), 
Knights 4-0 Whitt (2006) 


PRESTON V SUNSHINE 
Sun 26th Apr, 3.00pm BT Connor Re- 
serve. 


A loss here could almost seal the fate of the 


Lions, yep after just 8 round. A loss here 
could see the Lions more then 3 games 
from safety, and with their current form it 
will be hard to see where they will get the 
points from. Also an important match for 
Sunshine to break further away from the 
bottom two. AWAY WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: Sun 0-1 Prest (2007), 


Prest 3-1 Sun (2006), Sun 4-1 Prest (2006), 


Prest 3-1 Sun (2005) Sun 2-2 Prest (2005). 


For those who like a flutter on the English 
betting sites, this week’s outside bet is 


Hume City to upset South Melbourne. This 


week’s safe bet: All games are to close to 
call. Remember bet responsibly. 


By Andrew Fisher 
Kiss of Death 
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Richmond 
V 


: : Dandenong Thunder , 


Kevin Bartlett Res 
Fri 24 Apr KO 8:30PM 2 


Hume City 
V 
South Melbourne 


: | B’meadows Valley Park , 
Sat 25 Apr KO 3:30PM 2 


: Green Gully Cavaliers 


Vv 
Heidelberg Utd 


: Tom Flood Res, Bendigo : 
-: Sat 25 Apr KO 4:00PM : 


Altona Magic 
Vv 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Paisley Park 


| Sat 25 Apr KO 7:30PM | 
Sunshine Georgies 2 (G Papadopoulos WM Wallace) Altona Magic 2 (P Cergovski M: : : 


Melbourne Knights 
Vv 
Whittlesea Zebras 
Mansion Stadium 


Sun 26 Apr KO3:00PM - 


Preston Lions 
Vv 
Sunshine Georgies 
BT Connor Reserve: 
un 26 Apr KO 3:00PM: 


: Thanks to our friends at Errea the Top Scorer: 
: of this season’s VPL will receive a $500 gift: 
: voucher. Thanks to our friends at Errea the: 
: Top Scorer of this season’s VPL will receive a: 
: $500 gift voucher. : 


Goran Zoric,South Melb 6 
Osagie Ederaro, Heidelberg Utd 5 
Zoran Petrevski, Hume City 5 


: Altona Magic 1 Green Gully Cavaliers 1, Oakleigh Cannons 

: 1 Preston Lions 3, Sunshine Georgies 6 Dandenong Thunder 
: 4, Hume City 0 Melbourne Knights 2, South Melbourne 0 

: Richmond 0 


P 
Melbourne Knights 7 
South Melbourne 6 
Green Gully Cavaliers 7 
Sunshine Georgies 6 
Richmond Bf 
Heidelberg Utd 5 
Whittlesea Zebras 5 
4 
6 
6 
6 
7 
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The Premiership 


CONTROVERSY! 


South Scrambles A Share Of The Spoils With Gully 


SOCCER CLUB 


South Melbourne have scored a 
last-gasp equaliser to earn a hard- 
fought draw against Green Gully on 
Saturday. 

The Blues came into the contest on the 
back of four straight victories. In contrast, 
Gully were looking to rebound following 
their 2-1 loss to Altona Magic at Paisley 
Park two weeks ago. 

The home side went into the contest 
looking to use their home ground to 
maximum advantage, having not conceded 
a goal at Green Gully Reserve in 2009. 
South faced a difficult task having not 
scored at the venue since Round 20 of the 
1986 NSL season. 

The away side came out of the blocks 
firing, with Vaughan Coveny hitting two 
half-chances wide of the target, signaling 
the intentions of the veteran forward and 
the away side. South continued to control 
play in the middle of the park and through 
a fiercely won ball by their 100th game 
veteran Rama Tavsancioglu, were able to 
launch another attack towards goal. On 


2 - 


this occasion, Rama played the ball wide 
to Zoric on the right hand side of the area, 
before the diminutive attacking player hit 
a speculative effort into the arms of Steven 
Tilovski in the Gully goal. 

In response Green Gully launched a 
very fluent attack, with Andy Vargas dart- 
ing past the South defence before squaring 
the ball into the path of Kole Delev just 
inside the area. Delev then hit a low shot 
just wide of the target. 

It was South that opened the scoring, 
when Sebastian Petrovic was brought 
down in the area. Fernando De Moraes 
rushed to the spot and buried the penalty 
to his left hand side to give the away side a 
deserved lead and their first goal at Green 
Gully Reserve in 23 years. 

In typical fashion, Green Gully respond- 
ed to the goal almost immediately with 
a speculative shot by Vargas once again 
flashing past the upright of South keeper 
Tommi Tomich. Gully continued to pres- 
sure the South defence and nearly grabbed 
an equalising goal when a poorly cleared 
ball fell into the path of Delev in the area 
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once more. With the goal beckoning, De- 
lev’s shot deflected off the South defence 
for a corner. From the resultant corner, 
the ball flew into the back post where the 
wide-open Mile Medjedovic headed the 
ball across the six yard area, resulting in a 
scrap. After two attempts, Delev slammed 
the ball into the roof of the net to get his 
side on equal terms. 

South started the second half well and 
almost had the go-ahead goal in the 51st 
minute, when Vaughan Coveny intercepted 
a loose ball just outside the area. Unself- 
ishly, Coveny then played the ball to Fer- 
nando, who after a touch and a step-over 
opted to launch a curling shot at goal from 
the corner of the penalty box. Frustratingly 
for both Fernando and the strong traveling 
faithful, the ball flew well over the bar. 

Coveny continued to cause headaches 
for the Gully defence and in the 58th min- 
ute he stormed down the left hand side of 
attack and past a host of defenders before 
hitting a low shot that forced a tremendous 
save from Tilovski, keeping the home side 
level. 


SOUTH 
MELBOURNE 


SOUTH MELBOURNE FC 


In the 75th minute, Gully launched an 
attack towards the goal, with a high ball 
floated into the six yard area. Despite To- 
mich looking like he had possession cov- 
ered, the ball ended up in the back of the 
net after Joel Nikolic made contact to the 
arm of the big custodian in an attempt to 
foil him from catching the ball. This was 
not spotted by the referee who awarded the 
goal much to the disapproval of the away 
team and supporters. 

With time ticking away and South 
throwing more players forward, Tomich 
made a low save to keep his side in the 
contest, thwarting a shot from Pablo Car- 
dozo. This save proved important as South 
managed to snare a draw in the last minute 
of injury time, when Coveny set up the 
open Gianni De Nittis who smashed the 
ball low and hard into the back of the net 
to send the away contingent into raptures. 


By George Kouroumalis 
Photos by Daniel Flis 


Green Gully’s Kole Delev smashes the ball into the roof of the net to put the home side on equal terms against the inform South Melbourne. 
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THUNDER’S ROLL CONTINUES 
Ange 8 Zebras Begin The Long Haul Back 
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Dandenong Thunder extended their 
lead at the top of the Victorian Pre- 
mier League with a come-from-be- 
hind 2-1 home win over bottom of the 
table Whittlesea Zebras on Saturday 
night. 
Zebra’s lone striker Tex Apostolikas scored 
his first goal of the season and only the sec- 
ond Zebra goal of the 2009 campaign, when 
he headed home a corner in the 11th minute 
of the game. Suddenly the Zebras became 
the only team to lead Dandenong Thunder 
in a match all season.. 
For the most part of the first half, the visi- 
tors looked fairly comfortable in defence 
apart from when Thunder midfielder Ryan 
Davidson had a one on one chance with 
Zebra keeper Kyriakou Gerohristodoulou, 
and Colin Quirk hit the crossbar from the 
rebound. 
However the telling part of the match came 
at the stroke of half time when both these 
Thunder players were able to turn the game 
around for Dandenong. 
Davidson scored first from a spot kick after 
a Zebra defender handled a cross in the box. 
Quirk added the second following a long 
Marcus Stergiopoulos ball which released 
Hamlet Armenian down the right flank for 
the hosts. Armenian supplied the final pass 
for Quirk to finish neatly from close range. 
Thunder continued to look the more 

threatening team in the second half, with 
Armenian’s pace repeatedly opening the 
Zebras up along their left flank. 
Davidson could have added his second goal 
of the match, however Gerohristodoulou 
again foiled him in a one on one situation. 
Thunder keeper Stuart Wester was barely 
troubled in the second half. However Zebra 
defender Hayden D’Agostino might have 
stolen an equalizer for the visitors with a 
header in the dying moments but failed to 
make a clean connection. 

Victorious coach Stuart Munro said af- 
ter the game, “ We’re very pleased to get 
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the three points... The first thirty minutes of 
the game, we certainly didn’t play anything 
like we wanted to play. We played far too 
many long balls through the middle. Whit- 
tlesea did very well. They showed a lot of 
determination. The goals we got just before 
half time settled us and I thought the second 
half, we played quite well and were worthy 
of the win.” 

Zebra’s new coach Ang Postecoglou, said 
of his team’s performance, “It was OK. Ob- 
viously playing against the top side, they’re 
full of confidence at the moment. We battled 
away, scored a goal, which gave the team a 
bit of confidence. After that we looked good 
defensively until a three minute spell just 
before half time. We threw the whole game 
away unfortunately. You can’t afford to do 
that. Once you fall behind especially away 
from home.... Look we’ve got a lot of work 
to do.” 


Line-Ups: 

Dandenong Thunder: Webster, S., Hingert, 
J., Bahnsen, N., Osman, L., Wilford, A., 
Armenian, H (Rexhepi 88’)., Quirk( Dilo- 
rio, J. 82’), C., Davidson, R., Stergiopou- 
los, M, Korcari (Onur Ici 68’), V) 


Scorers: Davidson 44’, Quirk 45’ 


Zebras: Gerohristodoulou, D’ Agostino, H., 
Kovacevic, S., Antoniadis, R., Angelovski, 
J., Vassallo, B.,Piorkowski, S., Vazzocchi, 
M. (O’Hare, R 69’), Martin , S., Kozic, J. 
( Garcia, E. 69’), Apostolikas, T. 


Scorer: Apostolikas 11’ 


Man of the Match: 
Hamlet Armenian 
(Thunder) 


By George Stogiannou 
Photos by George Stogiannou 
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Thunder’s Hamlet Armenian, Jack Hingert and Sam Bailey join scorer 
Colin Quirk ( left) in celebration of his goal. 
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Before the start of this game the 
Sunshine George Cross camp would 
have been happy to take a point 
against the Magic, but following the 
final whistle it was the home team 
who were the most disappointed at 
their failure to make use of their nu- 
merical advantage and capture all 3 
points. 

Altona twice took the lead in the first 
half, with the Georgies coming back twice 
to draw level. The home team had a golden 
opportunity to go ahead after 14 minutes 
when John Sapazovski was through on goal, 
but his finishing lacked direction. The Magic 
pushed the home team on the defensive and 
caused panic with their strong play, accurate 
long passes and clever running off the ball. 
They were rewarded after 20 minutes when 
a long pass from the back was headed into 
the path of Pece Gergovski who unleashed 
a brilliant shot that gave Martin John no 
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chance at all. Martin John was called into 
action after 28 minutes with a fantastic save 
from a Michael Curcija drive. The Georgies 
came into the game and started to ask ques- 
tions themselves. Nikola Roganovic was 
forced into a diving save from low John 
Baross drive. 

Big Georgie defender Thomas Johnston 
should have levelled the scores but he blast- 
ed over the bar from close range following 
a Neal Hooks corner kick. Nicholas Schwall 
was next to test Roganovic who saved with 
ease, but the Magic keeper could do very 
little to prevent George Papadopoulos from 
giving the home team the equaliser after 40 
minutes. Altona grabbed the lead on the 
stroke of half time when Michael Curcija 
controversially beat the off side trap to put 
the Magic 2-1 up at the break. Sunshine 
came out after the break with their sleeves 
rolled up and attacked at will. Cross cap- 
tain Wayne Wallace sent the home fans wild 
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when he rose high to head home a Joe Clan- 
cy corner kick. 

The home team went for the jugular and 
should have taken the lead when a perfect 
Matthew Cini pass put John Baross one on 
one with the keeper. Baross beat the keeper, 
but his shot was off target. The sensation of 
this gripping contest came in the 63 min- 
ute following a Sunshine attack. Altona’s 
keeper Nikola Roganovic was sent off the 
ground by referee Kevin Dockerty for alleg- 
edly kicking Georgie defender Chris Kon- 
tas. Magic’s key defender Slave Bozinovski 
also got involded and he too was shown a 
red card. Altona was down to 9 men and the 
opportunity was there for the Georgies to 
ram home their advantage. 

It was not to be as substitute Magic keeper 
Bojo Jevdjevic marshalled his defence very 
well. The Georgies lost their way and ran 
out of ideas going forward, with every Alto- 
na player defending stoutly. Altona’s Nicho- 
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ALTONA 
MAGIC 


las Kalmar sent a scare through the Georgie 
camp late in the game when got onto a long 
goal kick but his shot went just wide of the 
far upright. The Magic had another chance 
just before the final whistle when Martin 
John was forced to run out of his penalty 
area to clear the danger. That was the end 
of the action with both teams happy to get a 
point each from the game. 

The Georgies under 21 team continued 
on their rise up the ladder with an easy 3-0 
win over Altoan Magic. Goal scorers were 
Jose Portillo, Liam McDermott and Andrew 
Nabbout. In Round 8 Sunshine George 
Cross travels to the BT Connor Reserve to 
face the Preston Lions on Sunday April 26 
at 3.00 pm. Altona Magic is at home agaisnt 
Oakleigh Cannons on Saturday April 25. 
This game kicks off at 7.30 pm. 


By John Duggan 
Photos by Steve Starek 
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HUME HITS LIONS FOR SIX 
Lions Left With A Mountain To Climb 


PRESTON 


After a week off due to the easter 
break both teams refreshed took 
the field at Valley Park to kick start 
their season after an indifferent 
first six weeks. 

Hume City in front of their home crowd 
dominated the first half with Tony Ster- 
jovski putting in a number of dangerous 
crosses, with chances going begging until 
the 12th minute when Tansel Baser found 
himself on the end of another Sterjovski 
trademark to put the home team up 1-0. 
Ross Thompson came close at the 23rd 
minute volleying from the edge of the 
box with no result. 

Preston Lions missed a golden op- 
portunity against the tide and missed its 
chance to level the match when Robert 
Dolevski broke clean only to his shot just 
wide after being one on one with expe- 


rienced keeper Louie Acevski. The ref- 
eree ended the first half with Hume City 
dominating the Preston Lions. 

The second half kicked off in ordi- 
nary fashion with the tempo in the match 
almost non existent. With both teams 
lacking urgency, expeienced midfielder 
Blaze Georgioski took a shot outside the 
box after taking on the Hume defence 
only to spray the ball wide of the goals. 
Getting a sniff of the goals Georgioski 
followed up with another brilliant shot 
this time going over the crossbar. With 
Preston giving the home side a wake up 
call, Issy Erdogan decided to take the 
match by its horns with a brilliant run 
through the midfield and putting in slid- 
ing cross to Zoran Petrevski who put the 
ball in the back of the net with a great 
header. 


Tansel Baser celebrates his goal yesterday 
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Not for the first time in the afternoon the ball hits the back of the Lions’ net. 


Hume City 2-0 up at the 60 minute 
mark, lifted a gear and with Preston’s 
keeper Damir Salcin sent off at the 65th 
minute mark turned the match into a 
training drill with subtitute Caner Ucarli 
chipping the keeper and putting the ball 
through the goals to go 3-0 up. At the 75th 
minute mark Ross Thompson showed 
his class with hard running through the 
midfield and a brilliant shot on goal only 
for the ball to be cleared off the line by 
the Lions defence. Caner Ucarli contin- 
ued the attack on the Lions goal setting 
up Alfonso Opazo who put the ball past 
the Lions keeper to take the score to 4-0 
at the 77th minute mark. Getting a taste 
for goal, Zoran Petrevski kicked the Sth 
goal at the 88th minute and Nick Harrhy 
put the final nail in the coffin scoring at 
the 89th minute mark to send a distraught 
Preston Lions outfit home losing 6-0. 
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NO.1 IN THE NORTHWEST! 


Coach Goran Lozanovski said after the 
game “We are very happy with the result. 
We need to keep lifting the bar each week, 
and to get two wins on the trot is great for 
the boys. We have to put this game be- 
hind us and now start preparing for next 
weeks clash against South Melbourne.” 

Serdar Pir added “We are happy to get 
three points, in this league every game 
is a danger game, this Preston team took 
points off Green Gully so they are defi- 
nately capable of upsetting teams” 

Hume City takes on an inform South 
Melbourne next saturday in the ANZAC 
DAY CUP. The match will be played at 
Valley Park, with the ceremony com- 
mencing at 3.00pm and the match kick- 
ing off at 3.30pm. 


By Ezel Hikmet 
Photos by Daniel Flis 
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RICHMOND 
EAGLES 


Perfect holiday weather saw Oakleigh Can- 
nons entertain Richmond on a balmy Easter 
Monday evening in front of a very good 
crowd. The Eagles were coming off their first 
defeat, a heavy 0-3 loss to South Melbourne, 
whilst the home side had bounced back from 
a loss to Sunshine Georgies with a 3-0 win 
over Preston Lions the week before. 

Oakleigh began the game attacking the 
Railway End, and their first chance came after 
six minutes. A heavy touch from Stuart Mc- 
Cluskey allowed Simon Mur a sight on goal, but 
McCluskey recovered well to block the shot. 
Kris Kioussis went into the book early for a foul 
on Richie Cardozo, and in a quiet opening the 
next scoring opportunity didn’t arrive until the 
twenty-second minute, a shot on the turn from 
outside the box by Ari Drakos producing a good 
save from Peter Zois. 

Three minutes later a free-kick from Cardozo 


saw Lorenz Kindtner head the ball to Adrian Ca- 
galj. The dull and lifeless first half ended with 
no suprise, the teams still locked in a scoreless 
stalemate. 

The game burst into life within a minute of 
play resuming, with Dimitri Tsiaras heading 
home a corner from Cardozo to give the Eagles 
the lead. A minute later a flick on nearly put 
Ricky Diaco in, Zois acting quickly to dive and 
grab the ball from his foot. A cross from Car- 
dozo four minutes later was just a little too high 
for Nick Robinson, the Eagles striker managing 
to get his head to the ball but unable to steer it 
goalward. 

The fifty-seventh minute saw substitute Trent 
Waterson shoot wide from twenty-five yards as 
the Cannons sought the equaliser. A minute later 
Robinson fed Kindtner, who’s ball back into the 
centre was too far ahead of his attackers. Diaco 
struck a free-kick into the side netting as the 


Oakleigh’s Bill Damianos gets one in the knick of time. 
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Oakleigh’s Ricky Diaco heads his head on to the end of the ball 


chances continued to come. Waterson sent in 
a cross which floated towards the goal forcing 
Zois to tip it over the bar, before John Anasta- 
siadis introduced Jerry Karpeh in place of Ari 
Drakos. 

A counter attack from the Eagles in the 
sixty-sixth minute saw Michael Catalano find 
Robinson on the left, Robinson’s ball back to 
Catalano as he entered the box seeing Cagalj 
perform some tidy work to steal it off the 
Richmond midfielder’s feet. Two minutes later it 
was Catalano on the right side finding Kindt- 
ner, who chipped into the box finding Cardozo. 
Cagalj turned Cardozo’s shot around the post 
for a corner. Ivan Franjic drilled a volley from 
well outside the box way over the bar, before 
Ramsey Nasser shot at Zois from just outside 
the area. 

It seemed Oakleigh would nab the equaliser 
in the eighty-fifth minute when Diaco laid the 
ball off to Billy Damianos who blazed a strike 
over the bar from just inside the penalty area. 
Richmond responded with a run from Robinson 
down the right, his cross finding Cardozo at the 
near post but the header went wide of goal. 

In the second minute of injury time a cross 
from Franjic would lead to Oakleigh’s dramatic 
late leveller. His deep cross saw Diaco head 
the ball on goal, Zois diverting it onto the post 
before Damianos made ammends for his earlier 
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miss by tucking away the rebound. 

Oakleigh next travel to Altona Magic, with 
Richmond getting a week’s break before hosting 
league leaders Dandenong Thunder at Kevin 
Bartlett Reserve. 

Oakleigh Cannons: A. Cagalj, F Rosman, 
D.Matkovic, S.Drakos, I. Franjic, A.Drakos 
(J.Karpeh 63’), R.Diaco, B.Damianos, 
B.Obradovic, K.Kioussis (R. Nasser 74’), S.Mur 
(T. Waterson 55’). 


Goal: Damianos 92’ 
Yellow Card: Kioussis 15’ 
Red Cards: None 


Richmond: P.Zois, D.Black, E.Karahan, 
T.Antoniadis, S.McCluskey, D.Tsiaras, 
R.Cardozo (J. Heineke 87’), M.Catalano, 
L.Kindtner (T. Milardovic 82’), N.Robinson, 
A. Viola. 


Goal: Tsiaras 47’ 
Yellow Cards: None 
Red Cards: None 


Man of the Match: Ivan Franjic (Oakleigh 
Cannons) 


By Mark Boric 
Photos by Peter Kakalias 


9am-3pm 


Monday 20th April 2009 pg 


The Premiership 


VPL Round 7 - Monday Night Football 


(o em | | 


L 
lee ky 


BATTLE OF THE ‘NEW’ BOYS 
At Olympic Village Tonight KO 8.30pm 


They say a week is a long time in 
football, well then a season must 
be like a lifetime. That’s how it must 
seem for the Melbourne Knights, 
who only last season set the league 
alight with some attractive and 
flowing football, which saw them 
just fall short of the main prize. 

This season we see a different 
Knights outfit. With a large turnover of 
players the Knights are now fielding the 
youngest team in the league, though what 
they lack in experience they make up in 
talent and potential. These youngsters 
have big shoes to fill, having to plug the 
gaps left by the departures of Andrew Ba- 
risic, Joe Spiteri, Ivan Franjic, Anthony 
Pelikan, James Timmons, Steve losifidis 
and Tom Milardovic. 

The likes of Dimitri Hatzimou- 
ratis, Mate Dugandzic, Josh Groenewald 
and Melvin Beckit have impressed early 
on this season, but have been unfairly 
compared and expected to live up to the 
standards set by those who left. Striker 
Greg Draper, perhaps has the most pres- 
sure to deal with, Barisic and Spiteri 
scored over 20 goals between them last 
season and the New Zealand international 
has been asked to play that position on his 
own. 

Despite some mixed results the 
Knights have still been very competitive, 
all of their four losses have only been by 
the solitary goal, and with a bit of luck 
two of those losses could have easily 
been wins. They have already shown their 
fighting spirit coming back from the dead 
to snatch the points against the Lions in 
injury time, and defeating the Oakleigh 
Cannons with ten men. 

Heidelberg come into this fixture 
in red hot form. Having been eliminated 
by the Knights in last season Preliminary 
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Final, Heidelberg will be looking for re- 
venge against a side they have failed to 
beat since 2006. 

They have managed to retain the 
majority of their squad from last season, 
Graham Hockless was on the shopping list 
of many clubs, but showed loyalty to the 
Bergers by agreeing to play on. With the 
likes of Hockless, Peter Roberts, Daniel 
Jones, Eric Vassiliadis, Anthony Ouliaris, 
Marino Gasparis, Anthony Macnacca and 
the new signings of Bobby Petta and Osa- 
gie Ederaro, Heidelberg have a team that 
can seriously challenge for this season’s 
title. They stamped their ambitions with a 
comprehensive 4-0 victory over reigning 
champions Altona Magic, and an impres- 
sive victory over South Melbourne at Bob 
Jane Stadium. 

Osagie Ederaro has been the pick 
of the bunch so far, already notching up 
five goals and setting up many others, 
the youngster from Nigeria has certainly 
raised many eyebrows. Erderaro could be 
the x-factor that Heidelberg needs to lift 
some silverware this season. His dashing 
runs down the wings and ability to get 
into goal scoring positions are delight- 
ing the Heidelberg supports who always 
get excited when he get near the ball, and 
who can blame them. 

The Knights will have a tough 
task ahead of them, if they are to come 
away from this fixture with anything. 
Heidelberg on paper should be to strong, 
however the Knights have the ability 
to cause another upset. A big and vocal 
crowd is expected on Monday night, win- 
ter coats, scarfs and pumpkin seeds, foot- 
ball at its best. 


Photo by John Punshon | 
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Cup Competitions In Australia 


BLAST FROM THE PAST 


Remembering The Romance Of Our Forgotten Silverware 


Arecent request from Vitor Sobral of SBS 
for information about the Joadja Cup set 
off some thoughts about other cup com- 
petitions in this country. 

The Joadja Cup was first competed for in 1887 
when Granville, one of the leading early clubs 
in Sydney, travelled to the New South Wales 
Southern Highlands to take on the Scottish min- 
ers who formed the Joadja club, near modern 
Bowral. Unlike many early trophies the Joadja 
Cup still survives and commemorative matches 
were played in 1996 and again this year. The 
players who took part this time wore shirts with 
the names of those who took part in the first 
match on their backs. The Joadja Cup was not 
the first trophy for football though. 

In New South Wales, there was an Associa- 
tion Cup which was contested from 1885 to 
1887. It was the predecessor of the Gardiner 
Cup which was first presented by an English soft 
goods manager, W S Gardiner, in 1887. The first 
competition was won by Granville which beat 
Caledonians by three goals to one at Botany. 
Both teams had strong Scottish representation 
and connections. Joadja Creek reached the final 
in 1889, going down one-nil to Pyrmont Rang- 
ers at Moore Park. Again both teams had strong 
Scottish representation. The Gardiner Cup series 
ceased in 1928 during the split in New South 
Wales. It was effectively replaced by the New 
South Wales State Cup. I don’t know where the 
Gardiner Cup is today. I wonder if Football New 
South Wales can help. 

Probably the earliest Victorian trophies are 
the Beaney Cup, presented by a Melbourne doc- 
tor and the George and George Cup. George and 
George donated a silver cup to the value of £25 in 
1884, and ‘liberal cheques were being received 
from the game’s supporters’. In 1890, Carlton 
beat South Melbourne to win the Beaney Cup 
for the third year in succession and it had also 


Walter Tamandl with an Ampol Cup won 
by Prague in Sydney. Tamandl toured 
Australia with FK Austria in 1957 then 

returned as a player. He was one of 
those whose signing for Australian 
clubs without paying transfer fees led 
to the suspension of FIFA membership. 

Source: Laurie Schwab, The Socceroos 

and their Opponents. 


Issue #8 


Here’s one for the experts. | think this is Moreland with the Dockerty Cup in 1957 at the new Olympic Park. Eric 
Heath helping chair Frankie Loughran. Help with identification appreciated. Moreland beat Juventus 2-1 in the final 
and the team was Hobson, McColl, Innard, Goodman, Stott, McKee, Oxton, Hodgson, Wilson, Loughran and Ted 


held the George and George Cup for a similar 
period. In the 1880s there were probably too few 
teams to have a regular league competition, so 
cups were important. Like most sports, Associa- 
tion football in Australia was in decline in the 
1890s during the depression, but there was a re- 
vival in Victoria just before the First World War. 
Harry Dockerty presented the cup which became 
the Victorian knock-out competition for nearly a 
century in 1909 and it still exists at the Football 
Federation Victoria. Though the continuous play- 
ing of the trophy ended in 1996, it was revived 
briefly but plans to turn it into an Australia-wide 
knock-out competition never came to fruition. 

Then there is the Armstrong Cup, named after 
long time football player and administrator, Har- 
ry Armstrong, which was the keenly contested 
trophy for reserve teams. It was first competed 
for in 1913 and won by another Scottish club, 
Burns. Footscray Thistle, Hakoah, South Yarra, 
Juventus, Ringwood City Wilhelmina and Green 
Gully were among a number of clubs who won 
the trophy on multiple occasions. 

In the 1950s the Ampol petrol company spon- 
sored a number of trophies at state and national 
level. Sir William Walkley, who was to become 
president of the Australian Soccer Federation, 
was a prime mover in a competition designed 
to bring together the new groups of migrants ar- 
riving in Australia in these years. In Victoria the 
night games for the state Ampol Cup produced 
some of the most attractive matches with large 
crowds, great atmosphere and some sterling 
performances. JUST was dominant in the early 
years, winning the trophy three times in a row 
from 1955 to 1957 and twice more in the 1960s. 
The Australian Ampol Cup became an unof- 
ficial national club championship in 1960 with 
JUST coming out on top against Hellenic from 
Queensland, Juventus from South Australia and 
Wallsend the New South Wales champion. 

The State League and Provisional League 
Cups and the Buffalo, later VicHealth Gold Cups 


Smith, from whom the photo came. 


have come and gone, while cups have also been 
competed for by state teams. That for Victoria 
versus New South Wales became known as the 
Neville Wran trophy, while the Victoria—South 
Australia contest recognises long-time VSF Sec- 
retary and later President, George Wallace. The 
first Victorian versus New South Wales games 
were played in Melbourne in 1883, but there is 
no mention of a trophy in the match reports from 
those days. 

Regional competitions also existed and were 
equally keenly contested. The Madden Cup in 
Geelong was played for from 1926 and also still 
exists. In 1982 the Geelong Advertiser put up a 


trophy which ran for 25 years and is now suc- 
ceeded by one sponsored by the State govern- 
ment as the Goforyourlife Cup. 

So knock-out competition is part of Austra- 
lian and Victorian football culture and though no 
local trophy can quite rival the prestige of the 
FA Cup, there is no doubt that over the years the 
captains who raised the Cups after the finals got 
just as much pleasure in doing so as anyone who 
did the same at Wembley. 


Wor by Rey Hay 


Photos sourced by Roy Hay 


Ean Whitton, owner of Buffalo Sports hands Steve Gojevic the 1986 Buffalo 
Cup after Melbourne Croatia defeated Heidelberg United 2-1 in front of a 
crowd of over 10,000 at Olympic Park.Photo: John Punshon 
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SOCCER SIDESHOW 


COUCH 


POTATO 


This week’s football 
television & radio listings. 


The Victorian 
Football Show 
Every Wednesday C31 8pm 


The Green Gully 
Football Show 
Every Saturday C31 10.30am 


1) (SPORTS 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Wed Apr 22 Liverpool v Arsenal 4.55 am Fox 2 
Thurs Apr 23 Chelsea v Everton 4.55 am Fox 1 
Thurs Apr 23 Man Utd v P’mouth 4.55 am Fox 3 
Sat Apr 25 West Ham v Chelsea 11.55 pm Fox 3 
Sat Apr 25 Bolton v Aston Villa 11.55 pm Viewers 
Sat Apr 25 Everton v Man City 11.55 pm Viewers 
Sat Apr 25 Fulham v Stoke 11.55 pm Viewers 
Sat Apr 25 Hull v Liverpool 11.55 pm Viewers 
Sun Apr 26 Man Utd v Tottenham 2.25 am Fox 3 
Sun Apr 26 Arsenal v M’brough 10.25 pm Fox 2 
Mon Apr 27 Blackburn v Wigan 12.55 am Fox 2 
Tues Apr 28 Newcastle v P’mouth 4.55 am Fox 2 


COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Apr 21 Burnley v Sheff Utd 4.30 am Fox Sports 3 
Apr 26 B’ham v Preston 7.00 am Fox 3 (DELAY) 
Apr 28 Norwich v Reading 4.30 am Fox Sports 1 


ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE Matchday No 4 
Apr 21 Kawasaki v Central Coast 7.55 pm Fox 3 
Apr 22 Newcastle v Nagoya 7.30 pm Fox 3 


SETANTA 
SPORTS 


Monday 20th April 
3:00pm Serie A Udinese vs Fiorentina 
4:45pm Eredivisie PSV vs Ajax 


Tuesday 21st April 

1:00am Russian Premier League Spartak Moscow 
vs Terek 

3:30am Chelsea TV: EPL Reserves West Brom vs 
Chelsea LIVE 

12:45pm Serie A Palermo vs Bologna 


Wednesday 22nd April 
4:30am German Cup Semi-Final Bayer Leverkusen 
vs Mainz LIVE 


Thursday 23rd April 

4:30am German Cup Semi-Final Hamburg vs Werder 
Bremen LIVE 

10:45am Copa Libertadores Sao Paolo vs America 
de Cali LIVE 


Friday 24th April 
4:30am Women’s International England vs Norway 
LIVE 


Saturday 25th April 

4:30am Bundesliga 1899 Hoffenheim vs Hertha 
Berlin LIVE 

3:45pm FA Youth Cup Semi Final 2nd Leg Liverpool 
vs Birmingham 

9:15pm Scottish FA Cup Semi-Final Rangers vs St 
Mirren LIVE 


Sunday 26th April 

0:15am Ligue 1 Lyon vs PSG 

2:00am Serie A Chievo vs Udinese LIVE 

12:15pm Bundesliga Bayern Munich vs Schalke 04 
8:15pm Russian Premier League Rubin vs Spartak 
Moscow 

11:55pm Scottish FA Cup Semi-Final Falkirk vs 
Dunfermline LIVE 


Monday 27th April 

4:30am Serie A Napoli vs Internazionale LIVE 
2:30pm Eredivisie Ajax vs AZ 

4:15pm Ligue 1 Lille vs Marseille 
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A Little Bit Of This That And The Other Dept. 
Socceroos Set New TV Record! 


The Socceroos set a new audience record 
for subscription TV when 431,000 viewers 
watched Live: Football: World Cup Quali- 
fier Aust. v Uzbekistan on FOX Sports, 
the biggest audience ever to a program on 
STV. 

In other sport last week, Live: NRL Storm v Ti- 
tans was watched by 275,000 people, 223,000 
viewers watched Live: AFL Geelong v Rich- 
mond, 95,000 watched Live: Rugby Union: 
S14 Waratahs v Storm and Live: Football: 
EPL Blackburn v Tottenham was seen by 
82,000 viewers (all on FOX Sports). 

In entertainment programming, Family Guy on 
FOX8 was seen by 150,000 people, NCIS on 
TV1 was seen by 131,000 viewers and Grand 
Designs on Lifestyle had its biggest audience 
of the year with 88,000 people. 86,000 people 
watched As the Bell Rings on Disney Channel, 
Friends on 111 Hits had its best audience of the 
year-todate with 81,000 people as did Handy 
Manny on Playhouse Disney with 74,000 peo- 
ple. Waking the Dead on UKTV was watched 
by 76,000 people this week and M*A*S*H on 
FOX Classics was seen by 73,000 people. 

In week 14 of 2009, STV channels accounted 
for 22.9% ofall metropolitan viewing between 
6am and midnight (up from 21.9% last week), 
was 21.2% of all regional viewing (up from 
20.2%) and 58.8% of all viewing in subscrip- 
tion TV homes, up from 57.7%. 


MOST WATCHED PROGRAMS ON STV 
1 LIVE: FOOTBALL: WORLD CUP QUALIFIER 
AUST. V UZBEKISTAN Fox Sports 1 

2 LIVE: NRL STORM V TITANS Fox Sports 2 

3 LIVE: NRL PANTHERS V WEST TIGERS Fox 
Sports 2 

4 LIVE: AFL FREMANTLE V WESTERN BULL- 
DOGS Fox Sports | 

5 LIVE: AFL GEELONG V RICHMOND Fox 
Sports 1 

6 LIVE: NRL SEA EAGLES V PANTHERS Fox 
Sports 2 

7 LIVE: NRL RABBITOHS V KNIGHTS Fox 
Sports 2 

8 LIVE: AFL CARLTON V BRIS LIONS Fox Sports 
1 

9 LIVE: FOOTBALL: WORLD CUP QUALIFIER 
Fox Sports | 

10 LIVE: AFL MELBOURNE V NORTH MEL- 
BOURNE Fox Sports 1 

11 FAMILY GUY FOX8 

12 NCIS TV1 

13 THE SIMPSONS FOX8 

14 LAW & ORDER: SVU TV1 

15 LIVE: NRL SATURDAY PRE GAME SHOW 
Fox Sports 2 

16 FUTURAMA FOX8 

17 LIVE: AFL: ON THE COUCH Fox Sports 1 

18 RAMBO Showtime 

19 LIVE: RUGBY UNION: S14 WARATAHS V 
STORM Fox Sports 3 

20 LIVE: NRL SUNDAY PRE GAME SHOW Fox 
Sports 2 

21 LIVE: AFL PRE GAME SHOW Fox Sports | 


WAG OF THE WEEK 


Magdalena Graf Age: 33 
Insignificant other: Former Swedish goalkeeper, Magnus Hedman 


PEDRO’S PIT 


Authentie lGalian Piz2d 


ac all 
Ne Lit 
| Week iy 


22 GRAND DESIGNS Lifestyle 

23 AS THE BELL RINGS Disney Channel 

24 LIVE: FOOTBALL: EPL BLACKBURN V 
TOTT Fox Sports 2 

25 FRIENDS 111 HITS 

26 THE SUITE LIFE ON DECK Disney Channel 
27 AMERICAN IDOL PERFORMANCE SHOW 
FOX8 

28 LAW & ORDER: CRIMINAL INTENT TV1 

29 BORDER SECURITY: AUSTRALIA’S FRONT 
LINE Lifestyle 

30 WAKING THE DEAD UKTV 

31 NUMB3RS TV1 

32 LIVE: AFL TEAMS Fox Sports 1 

33 HANDY MANNY Playhouse Disney 

34 AMERICAN DAD! FOX8 

35 M*A*S*H Fox Classics 

36 CRICKET: ODI SOUTH AFRICA V AUSTRA- 
LIA Fox Sports 2 

37 HANNAH MONTANA Disney Channel 

38 ARE WE THERE YET? WORLD ADVENTURE 
Playhouse Disney 

39 BOSTON LEGAL W 

40 AMERICAN IDOL RESULTS SHOW FOX8 

41 LAW & ORDER W 

42 SKY RACEDAY Sky Racing 

43 MIDSOMER MURDERS UKTV 

44 EVERYBODY LOVES RAYMOND TV1 

45 H20: JUST ADD WATER Disney Channel 

46 DALZIEL AND PASCOE UKTV 

47 RAMBO: FIRST BLOOD TV1 

48 CRIME INVESTIGATION AUSTRALIA Crime 
49 SCRUBS Comedy Channel 

50 EASTENDERS 


FOOTBALL 
QUOTES 


Rob McLean: John Hartson is playing 
superbly today. 

Sandy Clark: Yes, Rob, there’s no one 
better today. 

McLean: So, Sandy, who is your man of 
the match? 

Clark: Alan Thompson. 


‘It’s end to end stuff, but from side to 
side’ - TREVOR BROOKING 


‘He [Brian Laudrup] wasn’t just facing 
one defender : he was facing one at the 
front and one at the back as well.’ 

- TREVOR STEVEN 


‘He'll be giving everything, but he hasn't 
got everything to give.’ - IAN ST JOHN 


‘Football’s football: If that weren’t the 
case it wouldn’t be the game that it is.’ 
- GARTH CROOKS 


‘And there’s Ray Clemence looking as 
cool as ever out in the cold.’ 
- JIMMY HILL 


‘It’s one of the greatest goals ever, but 
I’m surprised that people are talking 
about it being the goal of the season.’ 
- ANDY GRAY 


‘Tottenham have impressed me : they 
haven’t thrown in the towel even though 
they have been under the gun.’ 

- BOBBY ROBSON 


Open for 
Lunch 
on Fridays 


327 Bay Street, Port Melbourne Tel: 9646 4110 


2 LARGE TRADITIONAL 
PIZZAS DELIVERED 


S24 


SUPER TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 
LARGE TRADITIONAL PICK UP 10 


CAMERON WATSON 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS FG 


q 
+ 


Cameron Watson scores 
a brace in the 2-2 draw 
with Preston Lions in 
Round 1 of the VPL. 
Matthew Grbesa and 
Craig Elvin join in the 
celebrations. 


FULL NAME: Cameron Watson 
BIRTHPLACE: Australia 
BIRTH DATE: 31/5/1987 
HEIGHT: 184cm 

WEIGHT: 78kg 

MARRIED: No 

CAR: “01” Holden Astra 


OCCUPATION OUTSIDE OF FOOTBALL: 


Football 

NICKNAME: Camo, Watto 

PREVIOUS CLUBS: VVV-Venlo, FC 
Porto, AIS 

REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: Young 
Socceroos, VIC men’s and junior teams 
CHILDHOOD FOOTBALL HERO: Zizou 
FAVOURITE O/S PLAYER: Steven Ger- 
rard 

FAVOURITE VPL PLAYER: Graham 
Hockless 

FAVOURITE FORMER SOCCEROO: 
Ned Zellic 


FUTSAL 


SLID TEx 


Lf a 
FAVOURITE CURRENT SOCCEROO: 
Tim Cahill 
MOST MEMORABLE MATCH ASA 
PLAYER: Debut for Young Socceroos 


MOST MEMORABLE MATCH AS A FAN: 


Australia V Uruguay C’MON 

MOST MEMORABLE GOAL YOU’VE 
SCORED: 1st goal for FC Porto 
EARLIEST FOOTBALL MEMORY: 
Baggio’s missed pen versus Brazil .lol 
FUNNIEST MOMENT IN FOOTBALL: 
Continuing to nutmeg Sav Ozdemir 
BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT: 

Not going to Werder Bremen at 14 
WORST INJURY: Shoulder reconstruc- 
tion 

MOST DIFFICULT OPPONENT: Steve 
losifidis ‘IOSA’ 

FAVOURITE AWAY GROUND: Epping 
Stadium 

SUPERSTITIONS: None 


TYPICAL MATCH DAY MEAL: Fruit, 
toast 

WHAT ARE YOUR STRENGTHS: 
Passing, endurance 

WHAT ARE YOUR WEAKNESSES: 
Everything else 

FAVOURITE TEAM WHEN GROWING 
UP: Rangers FC, Liverpool 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: 
Tennis, Golf , Bball 


FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTSPERSON: 


Kobe Bryant 

FAVOURITE FOODS: Seafood, 
Nando’s(| 

FAVOURITE ACTOR/ACTRESS: 
Vince Vaughn/Charleze Theron 
HOBBIES: Music, ebay 

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY RESORT: 
Barcelona 

FAVOURITE NIGHTSPOT: Anywhere 
with mates 


Other Locations: 


FOOTSCRAY 
BOX HILL 
ENDEAVOUR HILLS 
COBURG 
PRESTON 


VERMONT SOUTH 
SPORTLINK 
Hanover Road 
Multi-Court Facility 
(Tuesdays & Sundays) 


CARLTON 


= 
val! 
Weekly 


POL GVAVUL (ADEE 


203} Aq 0}0Ud 


+S 


IDEAL DATE: Girlfriend 

FAVOURITE TV SHOWS: Two And a Half 
Men, Friends, How | Met Your Mother. 
FAVOURITE MUSIC: 

Rock, Indi, Alternative, House 
FAVOURITE FILM: Wedding Crashers 
LAST SOCCER SHIRT YOU BOUGHT: 
Can’t remember 

FUNNIEST RUMOUR YOU’VE HEARD 
ABOUT YOURSELF: Not sure.lol 
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: 
Mum & Dad 

BIGGEST DRAG IN SOCCER: Injuries 
FOOTBALL AMBITION: Play at highest 
level possible 

WHICH PERSON IN THE WORLD 
WOULD YOU MOST LIKE TO MEET? : 
Barack Obama 

YOUR TIP FOR THIS YEAR’S VPL: 

The Knights! 


MENS + MIXED 
COMPETITIONS 


Call: 0433 000 444 


Email: info@super5s.org 
Website: www.super5s.org 
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PHOTO: GEOFFIJONES 


South Africa'Bound? The Socceroos line-up prior ‘to their. World Cup Qualifyingiclash\with Uzbekistanii inisydney, recently: The match finished'2-0 to the home side thanks to 
goals from Josh Kennedy, and a\Harry Kewell|penalty: The Aussies now,need justione pointifrom their/final three fixtures to book«a\third\ World Cup appearance: 
_ Standing: Mark Bresciano, Luke Wiltshire; Carl'Valeri, Michael Beauchamp, Mark Schwarzer; Richard'Garcia: 
Front row: Jason Culina; Scott/\McDonald} Harry Kewell; Lucas Neill (Captain); Scott\Chipperfield: 


The BIS MAG 


THESPIAN LESPIAN 

Dean Martin had it down pat when he 
said, “How lucky can one guy be, I kissed 
her and she kissed me, but like the fella 
once said, “‘ain’t that a kick in the head!”’.... 
the room was completely black, I hugged 
her, and she hugged back...but like the 
sailor once quote, “ain’t that a hole in the 
boat!”’.... 

Bells can ring tinga a linga ling, ting a 
linga linga ling....scuzza me, Lygon Street 
can hit you in the eye like a big pizza pie, 
and thats a’ more eh? 

But that that doesn’t excuzzi the fact 
that there are no Italiano, per Azzuri Mega 
power house football clubs in the Victorian 
Premier Liga. 

I’m miffed, peaved, disenchanted and 
flabbergasted that there are no more sweet, 
sweet Dino Zoff like, Walter Zenga’d, 
Paolo Rossi, Dolmio, Rigatoni,Maccaroni 
,Fettucini, Tortellini, Mozzarella, Fina 
teams to scaramoosh a fandango with 
or without Galileo, his thunderbolts and 
lightning with extra extra Parmesan and 
anchovette spread frightening, justa laika 
Patrizzio Giacherinni could knock ‘em 
in when it mattered the most, and Mama 
Guiseppe would nod her head whilst mak- 
ing you a home made half Napolitana half 
Capricciosa. 


T’be shure’o signore, I can only pray for 
the days of yore, when an extravagent 
Italiano would mambo in the six yard box, 
and flip a tango Napolitana style with yours 
truly. 

But I will grab a dozen Penne strips with 

a bouzouki twist if one wog could forward 
me towards the last proper Wogboy who 
wasn’t affiliated with any 1990’s sideshow 
and show the true way to being a top scorer 
in the VPL....signore... 


Mussolini is dead, but the Duce can still 
pull strings. 


Just ask Don Corleone and San Roberto 
Galgano. 


OCH AYE und OCH AMAN 

Whenst was the last time ye heard the 
clarinet play a dolcet tune during a VPL 
game?..let alone an A Liga one’?... Ja, that’s 


right shimmy Jimmy, a cool hard blue balls 
moon ago. 

The heartfelt pipe pulling sweet smelling 
notes that were sent lingering over a dash- 


Ne specialise in: 


p16 Monday 20th April 2009 


TSIGAN'S TS 


ing run down the left wing, which Savva 
ripped across the box to allow The Tsar to 
bury the balla into the fish net stocking for 
Christmas and New Years and perhaps till 
Kingdom come. 


Talk about rapture, Blondie. 

That was my heart of glass. 

Pumping my fist into the away crowds face. 
OOOOOOOOOOO0000000h 
YEEEEEEEEEEEEEAH!!! 


Apparently, even though oim still fathoms 
away from live action of said VPL semi 
laden extravaganza...prfff hurrumph...I’m 
asked to compere and compare the vast 
difference a la diff err rance, and defer ants 
to what was the better standard betwix the 
liga then and now. 

10 years is a long time kommen mein 
herr und hoch shpitz not much has really 
changed Frankly Harry, but if eye was 
to preferentiate between a fifteen year 
bracket, then there would would be a vast 
chasm that even the Grand Canyon would 
be proud of. 

More on that next vikk Ragnar Lond- 
brokk...pretty please allow the Vikings 
some time to rest from rooting cows and 
seeding trees, or is that a trees and 
seeding cows, I fur gets....? 


XX 

Thats right Plebians, the XX is Latin quo 
Romani eunt domum for Twenty. 

That being, the XXtwentiethXX anniver- 
sary of The Maestro in action Jackson. 
Should I or shouldn’t I extol his virtues, 

or lack thereof?,...that is the quest ion pour 
qua Hamlet and Shakespeare you gayboy, 
although you wrote some grouse plays back 
in the First Elizabeth days man...woah! 


You made a Greek weep. 


That amount of time on the green pastures 
of bullock ramming, butting, hammering, 
philandering, grazing, elbowing, slidetack- 
iling, chewing, spitting, screeching, yawp- 
ing, screaming and billowing “Quid et ram- 
mus deus!” whilst having both eyes glaring 
into the sunset which flew away from fear a 
thousand years ago, then perchance smiling 
and juggular grabbing a sideshow for the 
man in black....yes fellow vagabonds, That, 
he has been, all these years...oh....my word. 
I’m afraid, yet not scared to extol this 
General’s time out there, like and unlike 
any or all of the finer and fuller dirty rotten 


2eveal the Beauty Within... 


ialising i in the removal of all tattoos. Whether big, small, dark or multi-coloured, your tattoo can be sily' reiridetl or even 
ghtened in the quickest, safest and affordable way, by using our latest state of the art, walk-in, walk-out laser technologies. 


Acne, Stretch Marks, Scar Reduction 
Anti-wrinkle injections & Non-surgical face lift 


Skin Tightening and Firming 


Laser tattoo Removal (All colours) 
Laser Hair Removal (Any skin or hair colour) 
Spider Veins and Skin Pigmentation Removal 


scoundrels a.k.a Michael Caine cloned su- 


perstars without a Croatian cockney accent. 


INTERMISSION 

Yea verily und veritas, gee I’m hanging for 
a bucket of chicken right now. The diet is 
working wonders, and even the ‘HitMan’ 
Bret Hart would be proud of me, Calgary 


style...but, in retro and 80’s ‘spect, I must 
continue before you completely lose track 
of your cold coffee and butt fingered ciga- 
rette. 


THE GIST 
Dean Fak 
Yeah I know, you’ve heard it all before. 
But you really haven’t. 
He’s the man who’s been making a come- 
back since 1989. 
The dude who coined the phrase, “Don’t 
call me dude, call me Dean” 
The Centre-back who has more spine than 
back. 
A Captain who opponents hate with love 
and team mates love to hate. 
What kind of chap is this undercover 
brother? 
Is he a clandestine Jesuit loving follower 
of all practical teachings of Ignatius Loy- 
ola, or a simple, dog loving heavy metal 
follower of Tompson with a right arm over 
the wicket tearaway fast paced, ripping, 
bouncing, “where’s your leg stump gone 
along with your toes” kinda bloke? 

XX years in the game running after sup- 
posed strikers without breaking a sweat 
is quite the thang, even if your not a knee 


1 Hour, 1 session Teeth Whitening 


INSTANT LASER CLINIC Level 6, Suite 607, 1 Princess St., Kew 


With Mike Lilikakis 


gurr, pill popping, crack smoking, joint 
rolling, Cypress Hill Metal Licker. 


Congrats to you young fella. 

I celebrate you and your big blue Clau- 
dio Canosa eyes, and in the infamous 
words of Sir Jah Sen O” Vac, “U hapsenu 
hapshen’”’...’tweet tweet....tweet tweet.’ 


Wish I had a buck for every time Drazen 
Petrovic hit a Big Three on the Buzzer dur- 
ing the 1992 Sega Olympics. 

Christopher Walken sends his best.... 


FORTUNATIS GARGANTUANIM 
Next week, we bring to you a new, or 
neu...fixture. 
A quo and aye, Latin meets Scottish desid- 
erata in which you the Pelati can forward 
me, the quintessential Ripping Yarn, a 
myriad of questions about anything and 
anyone. 
Quite the contrast considering there are a 
dozen birds flocking for my battered Flake. 
In any case, send in your questions to; 


‘GoalWeekly!’ 

Tsigans Tsigar 

c/o The Smelly Fanny 

Fourth Roundabout past Station Street 
Hotel 

Bay Rd 

Port Melbourne 

Dot Com 

Dot Hey You, GET OUTTA MY WAY stu- 
pid groin P plater!!!! 


SPOR 

LBW 

c Fak b Sviggos 
RIP 

Tsigan Forever FC 


(Australian 
Hichiewer’ 
er a 


(1300 566 546) eed 


Well it was a bit of a quiet week with an 
almost local football-free Easter. For those 
needing their fix, like Ljubo Milicevic, 
Oakleigh v Richmond on Easter Monday 
was the place to be. 

Ang Postecoglu faces a tough task in 
resurrecting Whittlesea Zebras, but will 
take some positives from Saturday’s 2-1 
loss at unbeaten leaders Dandenong Thun- 
der. If he turns it around he could ask for 
a rematch with Craig Foster on The World 
Game. 

Barcelona are looking pretty good in 
making the last four of the English Cham- 
pions League. They could even go all the 
way. 

The A-League Pre-Season Cup looks 
like it is being discontinued. The lesson of 
the NSL falling apart after the NSL Cup 
was axed has not been heeded! No great 
loss though, Pre-Season Cup was hardly a 
name which evoked importance or sig- 
nificance. If only a sponsor like Beach 
Fashions could be secured. 


Gas Bagging Dept. 


With Mark Boric 


In other A-League news there is a 
ridiculous push for the NSW South Coast 
and Western Sydney bids to join together. 
Perhaps there could be a Wanderers team 
formed for all the areas currently without a 
team. They could play games in Canberra, 
Hobart, Launceston, Darwin, Wollongong 
and any Queensland cities that haven’t yet 
been given a team. 

It’s looking more likely Carlos Her- 
nandez will be staying with Melbourne 
Victory. The signing has been long and 
drawn out, taking almost as long as the half 
a season it takes for him to get fit. 

Three weeks into the season and South- 
ern Starts finally get to start their Division 
One campaign, with a 2-0 defeat of highly 
touted Bentleigh Greens. St.Albans are also 
firing early with promoted sides Northcote 
City and Pascoe Vale also starting well. 

The fixture list shows Green Gully 
will host Heidelberg United at Tom Flood 
Reserve in Bendigo on Anzac Day, but if 
it rains don’t be suprised if the game is 


THE REGULARS 


Ange Postecoglou gives some last minute instructions in his 
VPL debut as coach of the Zebras. 


moved back to Green Gully Reserve at 
short notice. So short notice the game will 
be played before anyone knows about the 
change. 


The FFA have taken over the running 
of Queensland Roar. Perhap the FFV could 
step in and help out Preston Lions??? 


Back to Business this week after the 
Easter break. 

Over to Whittlesea we go, where Ange 
Postecoglou has taken on the Numero Uno 
role, and the Club Powerbrokers there, 
will be hoping that he can turn around the 
Club’s not so impressive start to the season, 
where... 

They have successfully managed to not 
pick up a solitary point after 6 Rounds. 

Begs the question, did Ange use Craig 
Foster as a reference? 

Somehow I don’t think so. 


Just above Whittlesea in second last spot 
sit Preston, who has managed to collect one 
point, but are far away from the Westgate 
Free Zone. 

Premier League Club Powerbrokers are 
rubbing their hands with glee, for shortly 
the transfer window will open, and they 
will be able to hopefully improve their 
player roster. 

Pop Star players being chased by Pre- 
mier League Club Powerbrokers are not 
only rubbing their hands with glee, but are 
also visiting their local G-Star Raw stores 
and placing numerous items of clothing on 
lay by. 

As they will shortly be in a position 
to pay these off, from the $$$$ they will 
receive to join their new Clubs. 

BMW dealerships are also on Red Alert, 
the Kevin Rudd stimulus package and 
sign on fees, will make these prestige cars 
within the reach of these pop stars. 


3 Rounds into the State and Provisional 
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With George Katsamboukas 


Leagues, and some Coach’s are already 
feeling a touch hot under the collar. 

As, what they have assembled and what 
they have delivered has not met the stan- 
dards of their Club Powerbrokers. 

The Scorer is on stand by and keen to get 
these wickets on the board, as from what 
I am told, they will begin to tumble in the 
coming weeks. 


Thumbs up to the House of Darebin who 
have not scheduled the start of the Junior 
Season to coincide with Orthodox Easter, 

There is nothing worst than spending 
Easter Sunday at Soccer Matches, whist 
other punters are mangling the Lamb on 
the spit, in the company of J Walker and V 
Bitter. 


Over to this week’s Odd Spot we go, 
where.... 

One frisky punter and an even more 
friskier punterette decided that they were 
both in the need for a Happy End, high up 
in the sky. 

But wait, there’s more. 

The fact that the punters girlfriend was 
asleep next to them, and feeling the effects 
of too many J Walkers did not stop them 

Nor did the fact that the Puntettes kittle 
boy was there also. 

Read on and weep, names have been 
removed to protect the guilty. 

A MOTHER accused of having a mid-air 
sex romp with another woman’s boyfriend 
reportedly had her young son beside her at 
the time. 

XXX, 29, allegedly pleasured YYY, 


e 


Flying high with Steve McCroskey: Looks like | picked the wrong 
week to quit drinking...smoking...sniffing glue....amphetamines... 
football etc etc etc 


36, under a blanket as his drunken model 
girlfriend lay passed out next to them, The 
Sun reported. 

XXX’d son James, two, was said to 
be curled up alongside on the Bangalore- 
Heathrow flight. It is believed he was 
asleep. 

Model KKK, 35, screamed as she woke 
up and found the pair being stopped in the 
act by hostesses. 

The trio were arrested at Heathrow and 
child care was found for James. 


XXX and student KKK, 36 were arrested 


for gross indecency, while YYY was held 
for being drunk on an aircraft. 


They were released on bail while inquiries 
continue. 
Till next week..... 


This is Katsa — Just as you’ve known him. 


And remember, Come fly with me, let’s fly, 
let’s fly away.... 


Coach Toll 
Last Year This Year 


lef lel 
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WOMENS’ PREMIER LEAGUE 


Round 2 
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BERGERS HIT 14 UNANSWERED! 
Ashy and Inter Also Hit The Track Running 


After only two rounds, the Women’s 
Premier League ladder already has 
a familiar look to it, with Heidelberg 
United, Ashburton and Box Hill Inter 
occupying the top three positions. 
All three have started the season 
in fine form, with two wins in the 
opening rounds. Sandringham is 
just behind in fourth, with Preston 
Lions in fifth. Both of the rounds so 
far have produced some big scores, 
as the various teams’ strikeforces 
look show their venom early and get 
their teams’ seasons off to a posi- 
tive start. 

Reigning premier Box Hill Inter began the 
season with a win, but that was only after 
being given an almighty fright. Playing 
WPL newcomer GRFA, it cruised to a 2-0 
lead in the first half, with goals from Jes- 
sica Humble and Amanda Lawless. GRFA, 
however, was not going to go down with- 
out a fight, and it pulled a goal back prior to 
the interval through Cathy Sattler. After the 
break, Anne Salte got the regional side back 
on level terms, before GRFA squandered 
the chance to take the lead, missing a penalty. 
Box Hill’s superior experience told in the end 
though, as Humble’s second goal of the night 
gave it a 3-2 victory. Round 2 resulted in a 
less stressful result, with Inter posting a 3-0 
win over South Melbourne at Bob Jane Sta- 
dium, with two goals from Lawless and one 
from Melissa Barbieri. 

Ashburton has started the year in good goal- 
scoring form, with a Christine Pfeiffer brace 
giving it a 2-0 victory over Casey Comets on 
Wednesday night at DISC. Ashburton then 
turned on the style in Round 2, giving GRFA 


Preston’s Beejay Alpozgen zeroes in on Nicola Prinis (Casey) 


a rude awakening to life in the WPL, putting 
eight unanswered goals past the visiting side. 
New recruit Sarah Lovett scored a hat-trick, 
with two from ex-Preston team mate Peta 
Lipec, and singles from Rachel Lamb, Chloe 
Drinoczky and Danielle Jackson. 

Last year’s defeated Grand Finalist, Heidel- 
berg United, currently tops the WPL ladder, 
having also won its opening two fixtures. It 
started with a 1-0 victory over South Mel- 
bourne at DISC on Tuesday evening, with 
Melanie Camilleri proving the difference 
between the two sides. Camilleri also played 
a significant role in United’s second round 


Kirstie Shearing (Preston) gets her boot to the ball in a battle with 
Alex Gummer (Casey). Casey Naumovski follows up 
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victory, scoring six goals in its 14-0 rout of 
Keilor Park on Saturday afternoon. Fellow 
striker Julia Nicolaci scored four, with Chris- 
sy Baxendale hitting a double, and further 
goals coming from Heleena Alatsas and Rita 
Mankowska. The match was all over bar the 
shouting at half time, by which time Heidel- 
berg was leading by nine goals. 

Preston Lions has also enjoyed an unbeaten 
start to the season, but it has yet to win a 
match, having drawn its opening two games. 
It led Bendigo Vipers on Tuesday night at 
DISC, after an Ellvana Curo goal in the first 
half, but the regional side grabbed an equal- 
iser after the interval through Paige Connor. 
Then on Sunday at BT Connor Reserve, it 
was tied in a scoreless draw at half time with 
Casey Comets. Both sides were able to find 
the net in the second half, with Jacquelene 
Ghirxi on target for the home side, and Ni- 
cola Prins scoring for the Comets. With two 
points from its opening games, Preston lies 
fifth on the ladder, with Casey in seventh. 
Sandringham is also unbeaten, and currently 
fourth on the ladder, having won its only 
game to date. It defeated Keilor Park 6-1 on 
Wednesday night at DISC, to post a convinc- 
ing start to the competitive season. It raced to 
a three goal lead by half time, and doubled its 
tally in the second half, although Keilor was 
able to grab a consolation score. Sandring- 
ham’s Round 2 game against Bendigo Vipers, 
however, has been postponed until July 4. 
Round 3 gets underway on Friday night, with 
bottom side Keilor Park facing the tough 
proposition of a trip to Wembley Park. Hav- 
ing conceded 20 goals in its opening two 
matches, the prospect of playing reigning 
champion, Box Hill Inter, on its home ground 
will doubtless not be a welcome one. The re- 
maining four matches all take place on Sun- 
day afternoon, with GRFA taking on Preston 
Lions at Howard Glover Reserve, while at 
Bob Jane Stadium, South Melbourne will 
face a tough battle as it seeks both its first 
point and its first goal, when it hosts the free- 
scoring Ashburton. Seventh plays sixth when 
Casey Comets and Bendigo Vipers clash 
at Comets Stadium, while top side Heidel- 
berg United plays its third successive home 
game, taking on a well rested Sandringham 
at Olympic Village. 


STANDINGS 


GWODHLF A P 
Heidelberg Utd 2 2 0015 06 
Ashburton 220010 06 
Box HillInter 2 2 00 6 26 
Sandringham 1100 6 13 
PrestonLions 20202 22 
Bendigo Vipers 10101 11 
Casey Comets 20111 31 
South Melbourne2 0 0 2 0 40 
GRFA 20022110 
Keilor Park 2002 1200 


WPL RESULTS 


Heidelberg Utd 14 (M Camilleri 6 
H Alatsas R Mankowska C Baxen- 
dale 2 JL Nicolaci 4) Keilor Park 0, 
South Melbourne 0 Box Hill Inter 
3 (M Barbieri A Lawless 2), Ashbur- 
ton 8 (D Jackson R Lamb P Lipec 
2 S Lovett 3 C Drinoczky) GRFA 0, 
Preston Lions 1 (J Ghirxi) Casey 
Comets 1 (NJ PRINS) 


WPL ROUND 4 


Box Hill Inter v Keilor Park 
Wembley Park Fri 24 Apr KO 8:30PM 


GRFA v Preston Lions 
Howard Glover Res Sun 26 Apr KO 1:00PM 


South Melbourne v Ashburton 
Bob Jane Stadium Sun 26 Apr KO 1:00PM 


Casey Comets v Bendigo Vipers 
Comets Stadium Sun 26 Apr KO 1:00PM 


Heidelberg Utd v Sandringham 
Olympic Village Sun 26 Apr KO 1:00PM 


RESERVES 


Heidelberg Utd 5 Keilor Park 1, 
South Melbourne 2 Box Hill Inter 
1, Ashburton 8 GRFA 0, Preston 
Lions 0 Casey Comets 1 


PWODL F A PT 
Ashburton 211091 4 
Heidelberg Utd 2 110 6 2 4 
South Melbour 2 110 3 2 4 
Casey Comets 2 1102 1 4 
Sandringham 110 0 6 0 3 
Box HillInter 2 1013 3 3 
Bendigo Vipers 101011 1 
PrestonLions 2 0111 2 1 
GRFA 2002 110 0 
Keilor Park 2002 111 0 

By Niki Cook 


Photo by John Punshon 
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GALAXY NOTCH UP FIRST WIN! 


Round 6 of the Devine Homes 
Men’s Super League saw Galaxy 
coach Carl Maynard all smiles af- 
ter his side notched up their first 
win for the season, comprehen- 
sively beating Raiders 4-1 at Con 
Makris Park on Saturday night. 
The first half saw Galaxy put away 
three goals in the space of seven min- 
utes through Adrian Maccolino, Toby 
Nelson and Zaki Malik, with Macco- 
lino popping in a fourth 10 minutes into 
the second half, while Rhys Townsend 
scored the lone goal for Raiders. May- 
nard’s joy comes from Galaxy finally 
finding some form of late, drawing 1-1 
with Para Hills in Round 5, booting an 
11-0 goal spree over Toros on the Eas- 
ter Monday in their cup game and fol- 
lowing it up with the fine performance 
at home. Both sides had early chances 
to score, but great saves by the keepers 
kept the game scoreless. Raiders played 
their classy style of football but Galaxy 
counteracted it with a hard, tough and 
physical approach to the game. Raiders 
new signing Sean McGreevy faced up 
against his old teammates from Galaxy 
and although at times looked threat- 
ening, found it difficult to outplay the 
tough defence. First goal of the match 
came 30 minutes into the game, from the 
boot of Maccolino after Raiders keeper 
Cody Larkin committed to coming off 
his line, Maccolino easily sending it 
into the net. Townsend had a chance to 
equalise soon after, but didn’t get onto 
the ball cleanly. Four minutes later Evan 
Kounavelis came out wide and put the 
ball into the box, Larkin again coming 
out to meet it but finding Nelson in the 
right place at the right time to put Gal- 
axy 2-0 up. The homeside almost made 
it three within the next two minutes if 
not for the cross bar and Larkin tipping 
the ball over. Maccolino rounded off 
the first half breaking free with a lovely 
run, drilling the ball past a hesitating 


Larkin for Galaxy’s third. The start of 
the second half was frantic, Alagich tak- 
ing a freekick that curled in but Galaxy 
keeper Ryan Veitch grabbing it cleanly. 
Galaxy pumped in their fourth goal ten 
minutes into the second half through 
Malik. The tempo of the game increased 
when Alagich answered quickly laying 
off a ball for Townsend to finish well. 
A late penalty for Raiders could’ve 
taken the score to 4-2, Alagich stepping 
up to take the spot kick but Veitch an- 
ticipating it well as it came directly to 
his breadbasket. A game full of passion 
even from the spectators that saw May- 
nard very happy indeed. “Before the 
game we spoke about the importance of 
imposing what we want to do early in 
the game and | think we achieved that 
in the Ist half. As time went on, we lost 
a bit of composure probably due to the 
realisation that our Ist league win was 
within touching distance. We had to 
play a few players who haven’t fully re- 
covered from injuries yet (Adrian Mac- 
colino, Toby Nelson and Carl White) 
and they all had to play for longer than 
we knew they could so I’m very proud 
of them.” The win puts Galaxy back on 
track while Raiders now slip to sixth 
place on the ladder. 


On the Friday night a somewhat small 
crowd at Jet Park witnessed the Jets 
go down to Campbelltown City Red 
Devils in what was a strong 3-0 win. 
The Red Devils opened up their goal 
tally after Jason Trimboli has his shot 
parried away by Jets keeper Paul Reilly, 
the opportunistic Dimi Parhas slotting 
in the ricochet. The Jets did have mo- 
ments of good football, but were too 
easily dispossessed up front as the Red 
Devils applied pressure with each pas- 
sage of play forward. Jets keeper Reil- 
ly pulled off some crucial saves as he 
has in the past, to keep the score line 
down, but was unable to stop the shot 


that Nathan Fleetwood pumped in the 
second half to take the Red Devils to a 
2-0 lead. A tense time late in the match 
when Jets Scott Weidenbach and Red 
Devil Stanko Zilic locked horns in some 
physical football, their tenacity earning 
both players a yellow card. Changes by 
both coaches became a turning point, 
Hayhurst bringing on young Jet Ryan 
Masi for Russell Clayton and Rocky 
Aloisi changing Trimboli for Michael 
Peleka. Aloisi’s change paying off bril- 
liantly as 1 min later, Peleka scored 
Campbelltown’s 3rd. Aloisi’s chargers 
now take 3rd spot on the league ladder 
while the loss keeps the Jets languish- 
ing at the very bottom. 


Adelaide Blue Eagles keep their per- 
fect record intact for season 2009 with 
a 1-0 win over the reigning champions 
Adelaide City at Marden Sports Com- 
plex, a feat last done 5 years ago. Ea- 
gles striker Saranti Parissos was again 
the super scorer, cheating City’s back- 
line in the 40th minute of the match. 
The goal came after a defensive change 
by Eagles, Gianluca Lagati coming off 
for Diego Pellegrini in the 36th minute 
to even further tighten up the strong 
back line. After a goal mouth scramble, 
the ball was kicked into the outfield for 
Eagles to gather and push their way 
through the middle of the park, passing 
off to Parissos up front who slipped it 
past Citys keeper Ben Moore. Eagles 
keeper Gino De Lucia went from vil- 
lain to hero, earning a yellow card for 
remonstrating with the assistant referee 
in the 33rd minute of the match, then 
pulling off a double reflex save late in 
the game to prevent Adelaide City from 
sharing points. Blue Eagles now have 
a perfect 6 wins from 6 games giving 
them a 7 point lead on the ladder but 
sees Mori’s lads slip down 2 places to 
fourth 8 points adrift. 
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Galaxy Ryan Veitch saving Alagich’s spot kick as players look on. 
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The final two matches played saw Mi- 
chael Barnett’s MetroStars at home to 
Adelaide Hills at TK Shutter Reserve. 
Barnett was without four of his key 
players in Dave Menechella, Lee Rob- 
ertson, Scott Tunbridge and Luke Met- 
tyear all out due to injury but the depth 
of his squad showed up. Newly promot- 
ed Adelaide Hills under coach Steve 
Maxwell have shown local football fans 
the tight and tough defensive game they 
can play but despite this the Stars were 
able to stay competitive. Stars winger 
Jim Stavrides has proven his worth yet 
again, netting his second goal in as many 
matches, But Hills keeper Dave Atkins 
has got the local tongues wagging with 
his brilliant keeping skills that keep his 
side in matches and catching the atten- 
tion of referees for best player points. 


The night match at the Paddocks had 
the Western Strikers striking gold 
in their great 3-1 win over home side 
Para Hills Knights. Charlie Villani’s 
chargers needed a win to keep them in 
the top five on the league ladder and 
his boys didn’t disappoint. The Strikers 
took an early lead in the match through 
their imposing striker Alor Bulabek but 
Rob Ditroia’s Knights equalised soon 
after to keep them in the match. The 
western suburbs side then went 2-1 up 
before the half time break leaving all 
the work to be done by the Knights. 
Strikers then added a third in the sec- 
ond half putting more pressure on the 
home team. But the game was marred 
by a horrible injury sustained to Strik- 
er’s Michael Russo, after a 50/50 tackle 
with Shane Tobias saw him coming 
off second best, resulting in a double 
break to his leg requiring the game to 
be stopped for ten minutes while an am- 
bulance was called. The win puts Vil- 
lani’s lads in a good position to go on 
with their great start to their debut in the 
Super League. 


FFSA RESULTS 


GWDLFA GDP 
Adel Blue Eagles SHOOW2 Bis 
MetroStars G82 i 7 4 eal 
Campbelltown Sail 2126 Gio 
Adelaide City GA12105 8410 
Western Strikers SoOsS 9 B 19 
Raiders (i 2 oh 4] ts) eal ©) 
Para Hills 6132 6 8 -26 
Adelaide Hills GIl2ZSA6 25 
Adelaide Galaxy 6114 5 12 -7 4 
Modbury BOS & ie ail 


Modbury vs Campbelltown City 0-3 
Scorers Fleetwood, Parhas, Paleka 


Adelaide Blue Eagles vs Adelaide City 1-0 
Scorer Parissos 


MetroStars vs Adelaide Hills 1-0 
Scorer Stavrides 


By Nat Adamopoulos 
Photo by Adam Butler 
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After a weekend off for Easter, all 
teams returned ready to continue 
their Hyundai QSL 2009 campaign. 
After recent events with two sides 
making coaching changes the break 
was largely uneventful with no major 
developments aside from Capricorn 
Cougars announcing an extension 
to their sponsorship deal with Gorilla 
Sports. 

Capricorn Cougars CEO Bevan Dingley 
was pleased with the extension “Having Go- 
rilla Sports on board again this season ce- 
ments our long standing relationship. It is 
great to have long term sponsors and with 
the growth in the Hyundai Queensland Sate 
League it just brings a whole professional 
approach to the game.” 


Olympic FC 1 (Shane Coffey 24’) - FNOQ 
Bulls 1 (Glenn Hurney 78’) 

High-flying Olympic FC took on FNQ 
Bulls, in the Mareeba side’s second trip to 
the state’s capital. The home side were seek- 
ing a record sixth straight win with Nzube 
Okafor and Andrew Oar the driving forces 
behind their excellent early season form. 
FNQ Bulls have also been impressive in 
their first season in the league however their 
late game lapses have cost them points. 

Kick-off saw Olympic immediately go on 
the attack, attempting to take an early advan- 
tage. There was a flurry of crosses and the 
attacking intent paid off for the home side as 
the in form Shane Coffey put them ahead in 
the 24th minute. 

The visitors seemed to struggle after their 
week off and couldn’t contain the home side 
in midfield as Olympic continued to surge 
forward. The Bulls did get some joy though 
in the 78th minute as Glenn Hurney levelled 
against the run of play and it proved enough 
to secure a draw as Olympic couldn’t find a 
winner. 
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Corey Brown (QAS) and Mitchell Broom (Bundaberg Spirit) 


Queensland 


Redlands City Devils 0 - Brisbane Strikers 
2 (Unsworth 60, 65) 

After a bye and the Easter break, the Bris- 
bane Strikers were well rested for their clash 
with third placed Redlands City Devils. 
The match saw Russell Woodruffe playing 
against his old club for the first time whilst 
Steve Unsworth made his debut for Brisbane 
in what would be an eventful night for the 
big striker. 

The match began with a flurry of activity as 
Brisbane peppered the home sides goal for 
the first fifteen minutes, however Redlands 
weathered the storm and soon regathered 
themselves exerting control in the midfield 
through Matt Seib and Graham Fyfe. The 
teams went into half-time with the deadlock 
unbroken though as neither side could make 
their chances count. 

The second forty-five saw a performance 
that mirrored the first, this time with Red- 
lands on the early attack, with Russell 
Woodruffe missing two good chances to put 
the home side ahead. The Strikers made him 
pay for his profligacy with substitute debu- 
tant Steve Unsworth scoring two easy goals 
that effectively killed off the game as Red- 
lands looked increasingly tired as the match 
wore on. 


Whitsunday Miners 1 (Michael van Mool- 
enbroek (p) 70’) - NO Razorbacks 4 (Da- 
vid Mayes 5’, 57’, Joshua Searle 24’, Paul 
Sapelli 44’) 

Despite going into the game having scored 
more goals and possessing a superior goal 
difference, Whitsunday Miners sat three 
points below their Round 6 opponents, NQ 
Razorbacks, and the difference showed itself 
on the scoreboard. NQ went into the game 
full of confidence and it didn’t take long for 
them to take the lead as David Mayes put 
them ahead in the 5th minute after some 
good team play. It would only get worse for 
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compete for the ball. 
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QAS’ Matt Acton defends the goal to keep his account to nil 
from an attacking Samuel Simpson (Bundaberg Spirit) 


the home side as they went in at half-time 
3-0 down thanks to goals from Joshua Searle 
and an excellent effort from Paul Sapelli. 
The break didn’t seem to change much on 
the pitch as the Miners continued to look 
one-paced as the Razorbacks kept them un- 
der pressure, Mayes sealing the rout as the 
visitors went 4-0 up. Whitsunday managed 
to pull one back from the penalty spot but 
by that point the match was all but over in a 
disappointing result. 


Queensland Academy of Sport Vs Bundab- 
erg Spirit - Sun 19th April 

Queensland Academy of Sport will be chas- 
ing their third victory of the season against 
the winless Bundaberg Spirit at Richlands 
on Sunday afternoon. 

Seven points and six spots separate the two 
sides going into the clash, and a win for QAS 
would be a vital boost in their quest to reach 
the top four. Three points for the Spirit could 
mean they are lifted off bottom spot for the 
first time this season. 

This week Bundaberg Spirit welcome 
back inspirational defender Andy Wood. 
The Scotsman was both Players’ Player and 
Player of the Year in 2008 and his return will 
be a timely boost for his side. Captain Brett 
Kitching spoke of Woods’ importance to the 
team. “We will welcome back Woody — he 
will be a huge asset at the back with his or- 
ganisation and composure.” 


Sunshine Coast FC Vs Logan United FC - 
Sun 19th April 


In their bid to get their season back on track, 
Sunshine Coast FC’s first challenge is the 
new-look Logan United. After going through 
almost a whole season unbeaten in 2008, 
Sunshine Coast have suffered three defeats 
in a row and sit sixth on the ladder, but just 
one point behind Logan United. 

Sunshine Coast FC coach George Cowie 
will be hoping to reintroduce last year’s stars 
David Muta and Kema Jack into the ring 
after they spent the Hyundai QSL off-sea- 
son back home in PNG playing for Hekari 
Souths United, but both players are awaiting 
international clearances. 

The Fire won’t underestimate Logan Unit- 
ed, a side very different to the one that lost 
8-0 and 5-0 last year. Their new trio of for- 
mer Queensland Roar player Remo Buess, 
PNG International Reggie Davani and the 
prolific Raj Oshen will all be ones to keep 
tabs on. 


QSL STANDINGS 


GWDL F AGDP 


1 Olympic FC BH 10 20 8 iW We 
2 Brisbane Strikers 5 500 16 2 14 15 
3 QueenslandAcad 6 3 121511 410 
4NQ Razorbacks 530211 9 29 
5 Redlands City Devilé 3 0 3 12 13 -1 9 
6 Logan United FC 52121010 07 
7 Sunshine Coast 5203 9 9 06 
8 Capricorn Cougars 5 203 9 14 -5 6 
9 FNQ Bulls Bade Yi ec 
10 Whitsunday Miner5 1 0 4 11 13 -2 3 
11 Bundaberg Spirit 5005 2 28 -260 
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UNITED THRASH TIGERS TO STAY CLEAR 


Marconi In Seventh Heaven Over Wollongong 


nte Milicic’s Sydney United continued 
their superb start to the season with an 
imperious 6-1 victory over the Sydney 
Tigers at Edensor Park. The Croatian- 
backed club remain five points clear of 
the pack with nearly a third of the season 
completed. 

Manly United strengthened their hold on second 
spot by downing Penrith-Nepean United 2-1 at 
home. In an unconvincing display, Manly opened 
the scoring in the first half through Irishman 
Keith Shevlin, and club stalwart Bradley Groves 
secured the three points seven minutes from time 
after Greg Kondek’s equaliser for the visitors. 

Last season’s premiers Sutherland entered the 
leading pack with a 3-0 win at home over the 
luckless West Sydney Berries, who have failed 
to capitalise on their excellent start to the season. 
Star striker Brad Boardman celebrated his return 
to the side after injury with a first-half goal, and 
Panagiotis Nikas and substitute Matt Hall com- 
pleted the rout in the second period. The night 
was not all smiles for Sutherland coach Robbie 
Stanton, however, with key defender Ben Spruce 
ruled out for 4-6 weeks with medial ligament 
damage. 

In Saturday’s other fixture, Sydney Olympic 
put some indifferent recent results behind them 
to mark Nick Theodorakopoulos’ first game in 
charge with a win over 2007 champions Black- 
town City. Details below. 

In Sunday’s games, Marconi thrashed defend- 
ing champions Wollongong 7-0 away from home 
in the biggest win of the season so far, while for- 
mer Sutherland coach Brian Brown saw his new 
side, Bonnyrigg White Eagles, draw 0-0 with 
Bankstown at Jensen Park. 
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Sydney Olympic 2-1 Blacktown City De- 
mons 

Olympic’s first game under experienced new 
coach Nick Theodorakopoulos was a success- 
ful outing, although the fans were less than im- 
pressed with the overall performance. 

The home side sat quite deep in the opening 
half of the game, allowing Blacktown to dictate 
matters to a large extent. Nevertheless, it was 
Olympic who had the first chance of note, when 
Paul Wither failed to get enough power on his 
header following Ian Ramsay’s left-wing run and 
cross. A mirror-image move at the other end saw 
the other No.8, Blacktown’s Chris Bedzo, glance 
his header wide. 

Tolgay Ozbey, Olympic’s go-to man in attack, 
was seeing plenty of the ball, but not using it as 
effectively as Theodorakopoulos would have 
wished. On 17 minutes, he found himself free 
on the left, but snatched at his right-footed shot. 
Nine minutes later, former Olympic man Ante 
Deur stung the hands of home keeper Sam Em- 
manouil from 20 yards. 

As the half wore on, Olympic began to settle 
into a better rhythm. A right-wing cross from 
Jordan Simpson was headed weakly at goal by 
Wither, Michael Herbert covering easily, but the 
Blacktown keeper was more sternly tested on the 
half-hour: a surging run through the midfield by 
Chris Triantis ended with a neat through-ball to 
Ozbey, and Herbert had to dive at the Olympic 
striker’s feet to save. 

A minute later, Olympic were not to be denied. 
Wither stole the ball in midfield and slipped it 
through to Ozbey, who was lurking in the inside- 
left channel again. This time, the former Black- 
town hero punished his former club with a well- 
placed left-footed shot inside the far post. 


Blacktown’s best chance of the half arrived ten 
minutes before the break, when Deur connected 
with a long ball out of defence and reached the 
right-hand byline, cutting the ball back sharply 
for Chris Bedzo; the latter sent a thundering 
right-footed shot at goal, which shaved the top 
of the crossbar. There was time for a half-chance 
for Adam Biddle following a sweeping Olympic 
move, and then the teams entered the sheds. 

The second half was barren of chances until 
Blacktown’s unexpected equaliser on the hour. 
Daniel Wilkinson’s free kick from the left was 
met by the head of Tyler Simpson in the area, and 
Emmanouil’s maladroit attempt to save could not 
prevent the ball from drifting over the goal-line. 

Olympic rushed into attack at the other end, and 
again it was Ozbey at the heart of all the moves. 
On 65 minutes he forced a good save from Her- 
bert with a slashing right-footed shot, and two 
minutes later he surged into the box following an 
Olympic break, and went down under Wilkinson’s 
challenge. A penalty was immediately given; Tri- 
antis stepped up and calmly buried the ball into 
the left-hand corner of the goal, to put the home 
side back in front. 

In the succeeding minutes Ozbey had two excel- 
lent chances to add to his tally, but fired over with 
his right foot twice in quick succession. Olympic 
were almost made to pay for his profligacy when 
Emmanouil flapped at a corner ten minutes from 
the end, Ramsay eventually clearing off the line. 

Olympic should perhaps have been given an- 
other penalty in the final minute of normal time, 
when the indefatigable Ozbey zigzagged his 
way into the area on the right, and appeared to 
be tripped just as he reached the byline. It did 
not matter, however: the score remained at 2-1, 
a pleasing start to the Theodorakopoulos era at 
Olympic. 


Tasmania 


FNSW RD 5 RESULT 


PWDLF A GDP 
1 Sydney United UGB Wily 2) aks Wy 
2 Manly United FC 6420 9 3 6 14 
3 Sutherland Sharks 733114 7 7 12 
4 Marconi Stallions 732216 7 9 11 
5 Penrith NepeanU 732299 0 11 
6 Sydney Olympic 630315 141 9 
7 Bankstown Ciy 72329 81 9 
8 Blacktown City GAAS 3 10 8 @ 
9 Sydney Tigers 7205 9 13 -4 6 
10 Bonnyrigg WE 7133 9 14-5 6 
11 W Sydney Berries7 124 8 15 -7 5 
12 WollongongFC 7106 6 22-16 3 
TELECHOICE PREMIER LEAGUE: 


ROUND 7: FIRST GRADE: Bankstown 
City 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, Sydney 
United 6 (Davor Bajsic 22m Ante Mili- 
cic 36m David Zdrilic 44m Luca Glavas 
43/81m Glen Trifiro 45m) Sydney Tigers 
1 (Jamie McMaster 73m), Wollongong FC 
0 Marconi Stallions 7 (Ousmane Toure 
20m Alexander Canak 28/42/73m Erick 
Anabalon 64m Christopher Nunes 85m 
Timothy McGowan 87m), Sutherland 
Sharks 3 (Bradley Boardman 25m Pa- 
nagiotis Nikas 65m Matthew Hall 76m) 
West Sydney Berries 0, Sydney Olympic 
2 (Tolgay Ozbey 32m Chris Triantis 64m 
pen) Blacktown City Demons 1 (Tyler 
Simpson 61m), Manly United FC 2 (Keith 
Shevlin 38m Bradley Groves 83m) Pen- 
rith Nepean United 1 (Gregory Kondek 
74m). 


By Mike Salter 
In Sydney 
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TOP TWO COMMENCE BREAK AWAY 
South Hobart And Zebras Move Clear At vi be 


South Hobart and Tilford Zebras opened 
up a 3-point lead at the top of the Forest- 
ry Tasmania Southern Premier League 
table after winning their latest matches 
on Saturday. 

South Hobart, the reigning champions, over- 
came second-last New Town Eagles 3-1 at home 
at Washington Street, while Zebras beat last- 
placed University 2-0 away at Olinda Grove. 

Clarence United, who had been second on goal- 
difference, were due to play on Sunday against 
fifth-placed Kingborough Lions United, away at 
Lightwood Park. 

Hobart Olympic moved up a place to sixth on 
the ladder after downing Glenorchy Knights 2-1 
at KGV Park on Friday night. 

South Hobart took the lead against Eagles in 
the 26th minute when Jonathon Ladic’s disguised 
shot from 20 metres left goalkeeper Michael So- 
szynski flat-footed. 

Kostas Kanakaris, who signed for South from 
Olympic in mid-week, scored on his debut, net- 
ting in the 59th minute from Liam Scott’s low 
cross from the right. 

Soszynski vented his anger at conceding the 
goal and was sent off by referee Dirk Gadd for 
using inappropriate language directed at an of- 
ficial. 

South Hobart’s David Abbott hit the post in the 
71st minute before Ricky Eaves added their third 
eight minutes later, beating substitute goalkeeper 
Craig Minty at the near post after a good build-up 
involving Hugo Bladel and Scott. 

Eagles netted a consolation goal two minutes 
from the end through Adam McKeown, who beat 
keeper Sam Kruijver to a through-ball from Ja- 


Issue #8 


cob Malakoff. 

Carl Larzabal put Olympic ahead against the 
Knights in the 7th minute after Adam Hedge 
flicked on Chris Tsakiris’s corner. 

Knights coach Eamonn Kelly then pulled an 
Easter bunny from a hat and brought on substi- 
tute James Hope, who equalised two minutes be- 
fore the interval. 

Olympic substitutes Michael Bulis and Dipen- 
dra Kunwar fashioned the winner in the 81st 
minute, Bulis providing the cross and Kunwar 
scoring with an audacious scissors-kick. 

After a goalless opening half, Tilford Zebras 
downed University through goals by Fabian 
Lapolla in the 55th minute and Henry Fagg in 
the 70th. 

Zebras were without Paul Cairns, Ryan Smith 
and keeper Troy Kaden, but were still too strong 
for the Students. 

In the Forestry Tasmania Northern Premier 
League, Somerset beat Launceston City 2-1 
away at Mitsubishi Park. 

Burnie United trounced the home side, Launces- 
ton United, 5-0 away at Windsor Park, while Ul- 
verstone lost 5-2 at home at the Showgrounds to 
Devonport City in the North-West Coast derby. 

Northern Rangers moved to the top of the lad- 
der for the first time ever in their 11-year history 
when they downed Riverside Olympic 4-2 at the 
NTCA Ground in a twilight match on Saturday. 

Todd Hingston, Derek Schipper, with a penalty, 
Chad Honey and Paul Bremner were the Rang- 
ers’ marksmen. 


By Walter Pless 
Photo by Walter Pless 
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Burnie United 420211 8 6 
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Clarence United 8) S 1 a 10) & 110) 
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THE WORLD GAME 


BLUES IN TREBLE FRAME 


Top Of The Pops Dept. 
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Drogba Puts Chelsea Into FA Cup Final 


ENGLAND 
While Manchester United 
and Macheda are two key 
words currently on the lips of 
the English press, Chelsea stars Frank 
Lampard and Didier Drogba may be the 
ones to start watching again. 

The majestic pair combined to knock Ar- 
senal out of the FA Cup in the dying min- 
utes of their semi-final clash at Wembley 
on Saturday, to reinforce their scintillating 
performances in the Blues’ Champions 
League triumph over Liverpool midweek. 

The mercurial Theo Walcott had handed 
the Gunners the lead after 18 minutes when 
his shot deflected off former Arsenal man 
Ashley Cole and bounced over the helpless 
Petr Cech. 

But as they had against Liverpool 
in both legs of the Champions League 
quarter-final, Guus Hiddink’s men bounced 
back to first reduce the deficit — through 
French winger Florent Malouda on 33 
minutes — and then take the lead. 

The Blues edged in front in fortuitous 
circumstances. 

With first-choice ‘keeper Manuel Alu- 
munia out with an ankle injury, Lukasz 
Fabianski stepped in to protect the Arsenal 
net, but his mistake six minutes from time 
gifted the 2007 winners a place in another 
final. 

Fabianski rushed off his line to collect a 
long ball from man-of-the-match Lampard, 
but the Polish ‘keeper’s timing was awry, 
allowing Drogba to nip in and tap the ball 
into an empty net. 

It was Fabianski’s 24th birthday, but 
instead of receiving presents, he gifted 
Chelsea with a spot in FA Cup Final. 

The goal by the Ivorian powerhouse 
would have rubbed further salt into Arsene 
Wenger’s wounds. 

The Frenchman had the chance to sign 
Drogba from Le Mans in 1998 for a paltry 
100,000 pounds to bolster his Arsenal line- 
up, and his winning goal was yet another 
painful reminder of Wenger’s failure to 
sign a world class player for pennies. 

Chelsea will face the winner of Sun- 
day’s second semi-final clash at Wembley 
between Manchester United and Everton. 

In Premier League action, Stoke City’s 
hopes of survival were boosted by a hard- 
fought 1-0 victory over relegation-threat- 
ened Blackburn Rovers. 

In their first top flight season after a 
23-year absence, Stoke has prided itself 
on its resilient home form at the Britannia 
Stadium, where they have lost just three 
games this season and once again ground 
out a crucial result. 

Liam Lawrence was the difference in 
what was a rather dour affair, with his 75th 
minute strike lifting the Potters to 11th spot 
on the table and condemning Blackburn to 
17th place, now only three points clear of 
the relegation zone. 

In similar fashion and with an identical 
score-line, Sunderland grabbed a vital 
three points against Hull City. 

Billed as a ‘six-pointer’, Djibril Cisse 
netted his 10th goal of the season to end 
a scoring drought that has lasted since 
February to hand the Black Cats a 1-0 win 
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Drogba settles the all London FA Cup semi final between Chelsea and Arsenal. 


over the struggling Tigers at the Stadium 
of Light. 

Elsewhere, Mark Schwarzer’s heroics 
in goal for Fulham has denied his former 
club Middlesbrough three indispensable 
points in the fight against relegation. 

Schwarzer pulled off a characteristic 
world-class save to deny Boro’s Turk- 
ish international Tuncay Sanli a priceless 
winner, to keep the score line locked at 0-0 
and his former club deep in the midst of 
relegation. 

A lone Nwankwo Kanu strike against 
Bolton gave Portsmouth breathing space 
with Paul Hart’s men now six points clear 
of the relegation zone, while Aston Villa’s 
hopes of Champions League football next 
season were dealt a significant blow as 
they drew 1-1 with West Ham. 


SPAIN 
= Spanish giants Barcelona and 
Real Madrid continued their 
winning ways in the Primera 
Liga, both recording 1-0 victories in 
their two-horse race for the title. 

Barcelona extended their lead over fierce 
rivals Real Madrid to six points with their 
sixth straight victory, while the Galacticos 
maintained the pressure by stretching their 
unbeaten league run to sixteen matches. 

Lionel Messi continued his superb form 
this season to net Barca’s lone goal and his 
20th of the season at Getafe. 

The diminutive Argentine forward char- 
acteristically rounded several defenders 
before dispatching a clinical finish to hand 
the visiting side three points. 

Madrid’s victory came courtesy of Bra- 
zilian Marcelo who coolly slotted home the 
winner on 50 minutes against Recreativo 
Huelva. 

Madrid has won 15 of its last 16 games 
since losing to Barca 2-0 at the Nou Camp 
in December last year, and as the season 
comes to an exciting conclusion, they host 
the Catalan giants in the ‘Clasico’ in two 
weeks’ time at the Bernabeu. 


i a ITALY 
In Serie A action, Juventus 
snatched a last-gasp draw 
against reigning champions Inter Milan 
to keep their slim hopes of pipping the 
league leaders of their league crown. 
Inter were on the verge of extending 
their lead at the top of the Serie A table to 
13 points when Jose Mourinho’s men took 
the lead on 64 minutes through teenage 
striker Mario Balotelli. 
Juve then lost Tiago on 75 minutes to 
a second bookable offence and with their 
side reduced to ten men, an equaliser 
looked impossible until Czech defender 
Zdenek Gygera nodded in a corner in 
injury-time. 

Despite the fact that the dramatic draw 
provides Juve with a mathematical pos- 
sibility of catching Inter at the top of the 
table, Claudio Ranieri’s men will need a 
miracle to reduce the 10-point lead held by 
Jose Mourinho’s side. 


GERMANY 

VfL Wolsfburg narrowly 

maintained their three-point 
lead at the top of the German 
Bundesliga table with a late winner over 
Bayer Leverkusen on Saturday. 

Brazilian striker Grafite was the hero, 

netting a brace to give Wolfsburg their 
tenth successive win, matching Borussia 
Moenchengladbach’s record for most 
consecutive wins the German top flight 
back in the 1986/87 season. 

Grafite slotted home a first-half penalty 
after he was brought down in the box on 
23 minutes, and after Bayer Leverkusen 
clawed a goal back, the Bundesliga’s top 
goalscorer netted his 22 goal in the 85th 
minute to give his side a points cushion 
over second-placed Bayern Munich. 

Munich still remain in the hunt for a 
back-to-back title with only six matches 
remaining, after Italian World Cup win- 
ning striker Luca Toni nodded the reign- 
ing champions to a 1-0 victory over hosts 
Arminia Bielefeld. 


EPL STANDINGS 


P GD PTS 

1 Man Utd 31 33 71 
2 Liverpool 32 38 70 
3 Chelsea 32 35 67 
4 Arsenal 32 26 61 
5 Aston Villa 33 6 54 
6 Everton 32 13 52 
7 West Ham 33. 1 45 
8 Fulham 33 «5 44 
9 Tottenham 32 2 41 
10 Wigan 32 -5 41 
11 Stoke 33 -15 39 
12 Man City 32 5 38 
13 Bolton 33 -11 37 
14 Portsmouth 32 -13 37 
15 Sunderland 33 -12 35 
16 Hull 33 -20 34 
17 Blackburn 33 -20 34 
18 Middlesbrough 33 -22 31 
19 Newcastle 32 -15 30 
20 West Brom 32 -31 25 

BUNDESLIGA STANDINGS 

P GDPTS 

1 Wolfsburg 28 27 57 
2 Bayern Munich 28 23 54 
3 VfB Stuttgart 28 13 51 
4 Hamburg 27 2 51 
5 Hertha Berlin 27 6 49 
6 Schalke 04 28 15 46 
7 Borussia Dortmund 28 12 46 
8 TSG Hoffenheim 28 14 45 
9 Bayer Leverkusen 28 14 42 
10 Werder Bremen 27 14 36 
11 Eintracht Frankfurt 28 -9 32 
12 Cologne 28 -13 32 
13 Hannover 96 27 -18 29 
14 VfL Bochum 28 -11 28 
15 Arminia Bielefeld 28 -19 24 
16 Borussia M’gladbach 28 -19 23 
17 Cottbus 28 -27 23 
18 Karlsruhe 28 -26 19 

SPL STANDINGS 

P GD PTS 
1 Celtic 33 45 74 
2 Rangers 32 41 70 
3 Hearts 33 3 54 
4 Dundee Utd 33 3 49 
5 Aberdeen 33 3 48 
6 Hibernian 32 -2 42 
SERIE A STANDINGS 

P GD PTS 

1 Inter Milan 32 34 74 
2 Juventus 32 27 64 
3 AC Milan 31 26 61 
4 Genoa 32 13 57 
5 Fiorentina 31 12 55 
6 Roma 31 2 49 
7 Lazio 32 -1 47 

PRIMERA LIGA 

P GD PTS 
1 Barcelona 31 64 78 
2 Real Madrid 31 39 72 
3 Sevilla 30 16 57 
4 Atletico Madrid 31 15 49 
5 Valencia 30 12 49 
6 Villarreal 30 3 48 
7 Malaga 31 0 47 


By Julius Ross 
Photos by Soccer Way 
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LONDON CALLING 


STANDING ROOM ONLY 


Stand Up If You Love Your Team 


The 15th April 1989 is a day etched 
into the memories of all football fans. 
An F.A. Cup tie between Liverpool and 
Nottingham Forest was being played at 
Sheffield Wednesday’s home ground, 
Hillsborough. 

The game had to be abandoned however, 
as a much more important, and tragic, event 
was taking place. The events which led up 
to the disaster are documented elsewhere, but 
ultimately overcrowding in a section of the 
stands led to 96 fans losing their lives as they 
were crushed against the guard rails. This 
truly was a disaster which has left deep scars 
on the families of those involved, on the foot- 
balling city of Liverpool, and on football in 
general. 

This was an event which could have taken 
place at many grounds across the country, 
as the policing of fans was simply abysmal. 
Fans were either treated as potential hooli- 
gans and yobs, or as cattle that needed to be 
herded from one place to another. The ticket- 
ing of games was nowhere near as good as 
today, and overcrowding in the stands was a 
very common occurrence. 

Twenty years on the landscape of football 
in England is very different. Following the 
Lord Justice Taylor report, grounds became 
all-seaters, guard-rails were torn down, 
and the policing of football games and fans 
changed vastly. All of these changes were 
one hundred percent necessary and unques- 
tionably the right thing to do following such 
a tragedy. 

Many people involved, either directly or 
indirectly, in the Hillsborough disaster have 
called for a complete ban on standing in foot- 
ball grounds, which we have at the moment, 
and have made the point that there should be 
no thoughts to reintroduce standing at any 
English grounds. Of course I completely un- 
derstand their point of view, and I believe any 
action that takes place in regards to standing 
should at least consult groups which centre 
on the tragedy to garnish their feedback and 
opinion. 


“Yet I do think that small sec- 
tions of a ground could be given 
up to fans who wish to stand.” 


That being said, sometimes those who are 
closest to a tragedy such as this are often too 
raw and scarred that they cannot possibly 
give an unbiased opinion. As I have said, 
all-seater stadiums were a must following the 
Taylor report, but I wonder whether we can- 
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Not for the first time this season Liverpool have The Kop on the edge of their seats. 


not now, twenty years on, look at the possibil- 
ity of reintroducing limited standing at some 
English grounds. 

I would absolutely agree that huge stands 
where people can stand are too big a risk, 
even today, and I do not propose they ever be 
considered. Yet I do think that small sections 
of a ground could be given up to fans who 
wish to stand. 

For example, at Arsenal’s Emirates Sta- 
dium, one or two sections of the bottom stand 
could have the seats taken out, and could 
have the fans which would already be in those 
seats standing rather than sitting. This leaves 
the rest of the stadium as an all-seater, with 
just one small section for standing. 

One disadvantage to standing was always 
a poor view for some fans, especially smaller 
children, however with only one small sec- 
tion of standing room, families and children 
can enjoy the game anywhere else around 
the ground. In fact many grounds have fam- 
ily enclosures which are geared towards the 
younger fans. 


I can completely understand anyone’s 
hesitancy in asking for a review into a rein- 
troduction of standing, but I would suggest 
that it would be great for both football and 
fans. Most grounds have sections of their 
crowd which make the most noise, and which 
inspire the rest of the crowd into song and 
cheers. Probably the best example of this 
would be the Kop End at Anfield. Many peo- 
ple have suggested that grounds were louder 
when standing was in place, so wouldn’t it be 
great to hear a true roar from the Kop, which 
would echo around Anfield, enthusing both 
the crowd and the Liverpool team. 

And I believe any safety concerns which 
existed twenty years ago are near to be obso- 
lete, as there are no guard rails, there would 
be no overcrowding (as ticketing is much 
more stringent), and the policing of fans is 
drastically better than it ever has been. If the 
clubs could make sure they limit the amount 
of people in the standing areas to a manage- 
able amount, where the risk to fans is abso- 
lutely nil, then surely no such tragedy could 


ever take place as it did at Hillsborough. 

As long as we, as fans and as a society, con- 
tinue to guard against complacency, and con- 
tinue to stringently enforce rules and regula- 
tions regarding safety, then going to football 
games should carry on as being a safe and 
fun day out for all the family. And standing 
sections could possibly be a simply enhance- 
ment of the quality of every fans match day 
experience. In no way do I wish to offend 
any of the families of the 96 who lost their 
lives, or anyone else who is involved or who 
feels very strongly about the subject. And if 
a review into standing came back as being 
either unworkable or unsafe, then I would 
completely understand and comply with the 
decision. I just feel that a review into stand- 
ing at grounds would be completely reason- 
able, and I’m sure there are fans who share 
my opinion. 


By Adam North 
Photos by Gordon Bennett 
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DEFINING THE WORLD’S BEST 
A Matter Of Opinion Or Matter Of Fact? 


It is the night of the Oscars - the envelope 
is opened, “And the winner is...” all nomi- 
nees look on intently. Only one person’s 
pre-planned ‘spur of the moment’ speech 
will see the light of day, as the remaining 
spotlighted nominees ironically give an 
Oscar winning performance covering their 
disappointment with a mask of magnanim- 
ity. 

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci- 
ences believed that the actor weeping on stage 
right now gave the best feature performance than 
any other in the last year whereby he/she slipped 
into the respective character’s skin with flawless 
believability. This is a matter of collective opin- 
ions. If every viewing eye agrees with this choice, 
then the opinion almost transforms itself into fact. 

The FIFA World Player of the Year takes the 
same sort of route in trying to reward ‘the world’s 
best player’, but it faces more complications in its 
attempt to concretely define the ‘best’. Who should 
get it? The dominant defender, soaring striker, pow- 
erful playmaker or the forgotten goalie? More- 
over, the procedure in trying to define the world’s 
best does not necessarily mean that all opinions 
were unanimous, but instead, it is given on total 
points accumulated by an individual player. Let’s 
break the procedure down: The senior national 
team coaches (150 this year) of the FIFA member 
associations, including national team captains all 
cast their vote by selecting their top three players. 
The first, second and third selections will receive 
five points, three points and one point respectively, 
and therefore the highest scored player will be the 
ultimate winner. Seems fair, but still... 

On what basis are, or should, the votes be cast? 
Why did, for example, Dunga and Cannavaro 
choose their best player as the best? Read on and 
discover that I have not discovered a definitive 
answer(s), but we can certainly look at certain de- 
tails which might just compose the definition of 
‘the world’s best player’. 

The current 2008 FIFA World Player of the Year 
is Cristiano Ronaldo. The more his title is scru- 
tinised, the more his title cannot be denied. The 
other numerous accolades he won do not neces- 
sarily justify his World Player of the Year recogni- 
tion, for instance, the ‘Fans’ Player of the Year’, as 
the voting is contrasting. However, the fine details 
which defined him as a player last season, more 
than justifies his crown. He was the recipient of the 
Golden Shoe (highest European league goal scor- 
er), whereby he scored vital goals for Manchester 
United en-route to the championship; he was the 
Champions League’s highest scorer and fittingly, 
even scored in the final (what great players do); he 
scored for Portugal in Euro 2008 and all through- 
out the season he played with ‘lethal flair’ and was 
almost the sole reason for Manchester United’s 
world dominance in 2008. He was quite simply the 
most outstanding achiever in that year, hence his 
crown. 

When you have hard, tangible facts at your dis- 
posal when trying to make a claim then surely you 
cannot be refuted. Ronaldo’s facts were just that 
—he statistically came out on top, peerlessly. Close 
contenders were Lionel Messi and Fernando Tor- 
res, both of whom had impactful seasons, but just 
not as successful. And it is this very success, which 
casts your name in stone as ‘the best’. 


THE GREATEST 

Taking it a step further from ‘the best’, Pele and 
Maradona are often untouched as they sit on their 
throne of being the greatest of all time. However, 
George Best was one of the best raw footballers 
of all time, as was Kenny Dalglish, but unfortu- 
nately their respective countries did not match up 
to their incomparable prowess and domestic suc- 
cess. Maybe they were not the Pele and Maradona, 
not many are, but what the latter two had was not 
only the greatest impactful football talent to ever 
grace the pitch, but that ‘total success’ including 
the highest honour of all, lifting the World Cup. 
This simply cemented their place at the peak of 
greatness. To pick a definite winner out of the two 
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Ronaldo and Zidane: 
Two of the best footballers of the modern era in anyone’s book. 


is a difficult task. Some say Maradona’s personal 
life should omit him from the unofficial crown, 
and nor did he win as many World Cups as Pele. 
However, one thing many tend to forget is that 
Pele did not play at the highest domestic level in 
Europe, Maradona did. And just as he did for Ar- 
gentina, he almost alone won Napoli the Italian 
Championship. His spell at Barcelona must not be 
forgotten either. However, Pele was predominantly 
prominent at Santos, and played with great Brazil- 
ian sides. Additionally, in an online poll to find the 
‘Player of the Century’, Maradona won 53.6% of 
the fans’ votes, which should have deemed him the 
outright winner. However, FIFA appointed a ‘Foot- 
ball Family’ committee of football ‘experts’ who 
awarded the trophy to Pele, even though Maradona 
was ambiguously awarded later on. FIFA should 
either give awards to the ‘best players’ or “best hu- 
mans’, in their eyes. Regardless, it seems like there 
is only room for two up there - Pele and Maradona. 
However, if anyone comes close to asking Pele and 
Maradona to ‘budge up’, it would have to be one 
Zinedine Zidane. 

Zidane; one of the most elegantly powerful foot- 
ballers of all time; thrice voted the World Player 
of the Year; double scorer in the World Cup final 
in 1998; scorer of the greatest European Cup final 
goal of all time; winner of all major honours do- 
mestically and nationally — complete genius with 
medals to show for it. He did it all, and then did it 
again. His return to the French national team for 
the 2006 World Cup was a heroic act whereby he 
alone took that ‘decent’ French team to the final 
despite some inconceivable critics. He proved just 
why he leapfrogs that so-called second bracket of 
‘great footballers’ such as Beckenbauer, Cruyff 
and Platini to form a solitary space just below Pele 
and Maradona. In my opinion Zidane is that great. 
Those details of his football career are just the de- 
tails which define the ‘world’s best’. Of course, 
I am not foolishly comparing the boy Cristiano 
Ronaldo with the man Zidane, as the former is still 
pretty much in his career’s infancy, but the point is 
that the definition of the ‘best’ over time (Zidane) 
or the ‘best’ by period (for example, Ronaldo) is 
a combination of such details - domestic and na- 
tional success (when applicable); statistically su- 
perior than peers (relevant statistics); consistently 
outstanding; influence and impact to the team... 
Enter Steven Gerrard. 

The inspirational Liverpool captain personifies 
the words ‘influence’ and ‘impact’. Recently, and 
long overdue, he has been labelled as the world’s 
best. Personally I feel that he has been the unof- 
ficial ‘best’ for the last few years because what he 


lacks in some details (domestic and national suc- 
cess) he makes up for in abundance with other de- 
tails (outstanding impact and influence). 

Zidane, Kaka, Fernando Torres, Gary McCallister, 
Rafael Benitez and even Guss Hiddink believe that 
Gerrard today, is the world’s best. Unfortunately 
for Gerrard, only Hiddink had the power to vote, 
and for Gerrard he did. Kaka commented that Ger- 
rard is the “complete modern player”, and Hiddink 
believed that ‘Gerrard does more than Ronaldo’. 
In fact he specifically pointed out that Ronaldo is 
too much of an irrelevant showman and lacks the 
spirit and ‘total ability’ of Gerrard who ‘plays for 
the team’. That is unfortunately a detail which per- 
haps is not given the consideration that it deserves 
in order to conclude the world’s best player. Let’s 
directly look at the two. 


GERRARD v RONALDO... v MESSI 
Despite the undoubted likeability of his ability, 
there is this ‘something’ which musters a viewer’s 
dislike towards Ronaldo. If with every dart down 
the flank and step-over of the ball there was a cap- 
tion that expressed his thoughts, it would invari- 
ably read “me, me and more me”. There is that 
undoubted narcissistic, ‘all-eyes-on-me’ air which 
seems to disseminate with every special skill and 
every moment. It is not helped by his constant on- 
pitch sulking or the words he chooses to use when 
stating his ‘desire’ to play for his shirt; not happy- 
hearing for Manchester United fans. The fact of the 
matter is he was very vocal in expressing his desire 
to be the best. It seemed like his solitary objective 
— gaining individual greatness. The question is - 
and as harsh as it may sound, and perhaps slightly 
unfair to the awesome attacker — does Ronaldo 
play for himself or his shirt? [fit is himself, then it 
is like a corrupt politician in power — an injustice 
to the title. However, if he does have a childhood 
dream to play for Real Madrid, then the so-called 
crime of not categorically denying an interest with 
the mighty Madrid can be forgiven. 

If Ronaldo has to stand trial for the above con- 
victions, then to think Gerrard should even be in- 
vited to such a trial is absurd. Gerrard has been 
carrying a Liverpool team with weaker players for 
many years and the workload in comparison to his 
peers is incomparable. Let’s put this into perspec- 
tive. By ‘weaker players’ it is meant that the Liver- 
pool squad over the last few years have lacked that 
quality in depth which the likes of Chelsea (Lam- 
pard), Man Utd (Ronaldo), Kaka (AC Milan) and 
Barcelona (Ronaldinho, Messi) have [the play- 
ers mentioned have been his main contenders for 
World Player of the Year Awards]. Therefore the 


effort he has put in to help Liverpool grow on and 
off the pitch has been double (minimum) than that 
of his contemporaries. Even more bemusing has 
been the criticism of Gerrard’s beloved Liverpool 
for their lack of comparative ability when chal- 
lenging for honours. Let’s not forget that Liver- 
pool should be accredited for their efforts because 
of such a fact. Since Benitez took over, they won 
the European Cup, F.A. Cup, European Super Cup 
and are now challenging for the title. Relevantly, 
Gerrard scored that ‘beauty’ against Olympiakos, 
guiding Liverpool to the final in 2005, and scored 
one of the most underrated headers in the final that 
year and the following year scored what was one 
of the most important and finest half-volleys of all 
time in the 2006 F.A. Cup final. These are those 
details which define the world’s best — those cru- 
cial impactful goals (if an attacker). His talent is 
undeniable and his passion is palpable. 

Last season Ronaldo scored 31 Premiership goals 
compared to Gerrard’s 11 and netted 8 Champions 
League goals in comparison to Gerrard’s 6. How- 
ever, Gerrard played in a less attacking position 
and often found himself in the wide right position. 
The one statistic which perhaps encapsulates the 
spirit of Gerrard, moreover highlights the spirit of 
Ronaldo, is the fact that the former was a higher 
assister last season than the latter. This season, de- 
spite playing further up the pitch, Gerrard is the 
leagues 6th highest assister, with Ronaldo failing 
to make the top 20. Is this is a just reflection of the 
players’ professional motive? Maybe not, but the 
statistics remain unchanged. 

What will unfortunately hold Gerrard back this 
year in possibly obtaining the FIFA World Player 
of the Year crown is one Lionel Messi. So far this 
season he has scored 19 domestic goals, 6 Cham- 
pions League goals and has 10 assists. Messi’s 
ball control is pretty on the eye and his ability is 
near-perfect on the pitch. If he does win the Eu- 
ropean Cup with Barcelona this season, then his 
details will begin to add up, and unfortunately for 
Gerrard, he may yet again have to be the losing 
nominee who applauds the winner whilst gritting 
his teeth. 


TESTIMONY OF TIME 

Sometimes the system of voting, or the manner in 
which results are formed prove that the definition 
of the ‘best’ varies as the voters are merely giv- 
ing their opinions. A lot of political play can help 
a player to power. For example, the year Gerrard 
captained Liverpool to a European Cup victory 
[2005] he finished third in the European Player of 
the Year behind runner-up Lampard and winner 
Ronaldinho. Despite a massive ‘detail’ of leading 
a lesser team to European Cup glory, the inspira- 
tional skipper found himself behind a contestably 
comparable Lampard. However, the often humble 
Benitez was not vociferous in praising his midfield 
master, whereas Jose Mourinho deafened the ears 
of listeners in his attempts to preach the Lampard- 
word. He won politically, because they voted 
politically. The Mourinho manifesto, containing 
Lampard legislation worked. Thus, either voters 
should follow such ‘details to define the best’ or 
give reason for their voting. What is even more re- 
markable is the fact that Ronaldinho still made the 
World Player of the Year top three in 2006 despite 
having a less than mediocre domestic season and 
an almost anonymous World Cup. This just goes to 
show that voters sometimes elect the wrong leader, 
simply because they failed to look at the details, or 
they were simply fooled. 

To define the ‘best’ is as difficult as anon-European 
player getting a nomination. And even though there 
are names in football history who have no quite got 
the ‘full vote’; names such as Alan Shearer, Peter 
Schmeichel, Thierry Henry and even possibly Ste- 
ven Gerrard, there is no doubt that time will title 
them as some of the greatest players... ever. 


By Sukhi Randhawa 
Photo by Peter Kakalias 
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LONDON CALLING 


STIRRING THE POT 


Verbal Stoushing From The EPL Generals 


A heavyweight contest: Rafa Benitez vs. 
SAF & Big Sam 

Though he may speak highly of me I’m not 
Rafa Benitez biggest fan. He tinkers with his 
teams too much and overall I feel he is too de- 
fensive at home. 

The players he has bought in general have not 
been good enough for Liverpool though I must 
commend the signing of Albert Riera who, if 
he’ll start with him when the team needs goals, 
(like he should have at Chelsea in midweek) will 
prove to be an excellent winger to supply cross- 
es to his strikers like...err...Torres. (Rafa only 
plays one up front, another bug bear of mine.) 

This week I was given the chance to stick the 
knife into Rafa because that’s exactly what Sam 
Allardyce and SAF did on Friday. For those liv- 
ing on acloud during the past few days I'll regur- 
gitate the news in short hand. 

Ten days ago Liverpool go 2-0 up through a 
Torres header. The TV camera cuts to touchline 
where Rafa, looking his usual beleaguered self, 
shrugged his shoulders and crossed his hands as 
if to indicate that with 60 minutes left the game 
was over. Liverpool won 4-0. 

A week later Sir Alex Ferguson blasts Benitez’s 
disrespect in a press conference as does Sam 
Allardyce. Am I missing something here? This 
was something that went largely unnoticed for a 
week before being brought up by Fergie and Big 
Sam. As far as I know there has been no reason 
given for the delay in the rants of these two vet- 
eran managers. Therefore I must do something 
against the grain. 

Defend Rafa. 

Though his actions were ill-advised there’s no 
mistaking he was right to suggest that at 2-0 the 
game was over. In fact it was over at 0-0. Black- 
burn started with a central defender up front, Al- 
lardyce leaving Benni McCarthy on the bench 
for reasons only he knows. 

If I was a fan of Blackburn I would be angrier 
about that decision than the actions of Benitez. 

Were his actions disrespectful? No more disre- 
spectful than Allardyce bringing on a goalkeeper 
to play upfront when his Bolton team were 3-0 
up a few years ago. No more than Jose Mourinho 
shaking hands with his assistants several minutes 
before the end of games, as though the game was 
done and dusted. 

The real issue is why SAF decided to involve 
himself in something that isn’t his business. He 
is of course concerned about Liverpool’s recent 
run of good form and is using the incident in 
the hope it can destabilise the Anfield club. He 
could have mentioned it last weekend as could 
have Allardyce but their memories were seem- 
ingly wiped clean of the incident for seven days. 
In fact SAF mentioned it first and his glove pup- 
pet Allardyce mimicked SAF’s comments at his 
press conference. 

More lamentable than this two-pronged pathet- 
ic attempt to unsettle Liverpool is the coverage 
by the press. Most have chosen to focus on the 
rants of the two men without asking why it has 
taken so long for this staged show of disgust to 
materialise. 

Defeat hurts so its no wonder the Blackburn 
Rovers boss is still smarting but one of the traits 
of football managers and coaches is to put de- 


Special 


$129 


Issue #8 


53 Balcombe Road Mentone VIC 3194 


Behind You! Sam Allardyce and Rafa Benitez are never too far away 
from the off-field spotlight. 


feats out of your system to concentrate on the 
next game. The prudent thing for Ferguson and 
Allardyce to have done would be to mention it 
right away or let it go, not pathetically use it in 
their favour to gain some non-existent psycho- 
logical advantage. 

It could be argued that in the week of the 20th 
anniversary of Hillsborough they didn’t want to 
steal headlines away from the memorial at An- 
field but I don’t buy it. 

Allardyce — obviously more sensitive than sus- 
pected — complained the whole episode was ‘dis- 
respectful and humiliating’. Maybe, but losing 
1-0 at home to Stoke as they did at the weekend 
must surely come close? 

Ferguson’s comments show a complete lack of 
perspective and willingness to distort context. 

“Everton are a big club, not a small one which 
Benitez arrogantly said,” he said. 

I’m sure little old Everton appreciate the big dad- 
dy of the league coming to their defence. 

Benitez had mentioned — in the spirit that Bill 
Shankly would have — that Everton were a small 
club. He was joking but in truth we all know they 
are a small club compared to the teams that’s 
routinely finish above them in the EPL. SAF re- 
gurgitated these comments on Friday, comments 
made last year. 

In Friday’s press conference Ferguson also 
added: 
“But arrogance is one thing. You cannot forgive 
contempt, which is what he showed Sam Al- 
lardyce last weekend. 
“When Liverpool scored their second goal he 
signalled as if the game was finished. I do not 
think Sam deserved that. 
“Sam has worked so hard for the LMA (League 
Managers’ Association) and he’s had a weakened 
team. I just thought it showed contempt. 
“In my experience no Liverpool manager has 
ever done that. It was beyond the pale.” 
Beyond the pale. 
Rafa didn’t hit anyone in a nightclub, didn’t com- 
mit adultery, didn’t crash his car in a Manchester 
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tunnel and he hasn’t spat at anyone either. 

Such strong words from Ferguson are ill ad- 
vised, especially when it has nothing to do with 
the Red Devils boss. Then again it’s just like Fer- 
guson to get involved when United’s best inter- 
ests are at heart. Sam’s ‘humiliation’ has nothing 
to do with Ferguson’s rant but as usual you won’t 
get the truth from an EPL manager and the Eng- 
lish press won’t ask for it. 

Visit the blog www.bleedfootball.info for foot- 
ball opinions without clichés. 


Watch Out Rome The English Are Com- 
ing 

I read on The Times Website that they have 
started a campaign to move May’s final of the 
UCL from Rome to anywhere that will have 
the game. Why? Because an Arsenal fan was 
stabbed outside the ground during a Champi- 


ons League match against Roma and appar- 
ently Rome is now far too dangerous and un- 
civilised to stage a football match, especially 
one that will involve an English side. 

In the week of the 20th anniversary of Hillsbor- 
ough I don’t want to belittle any act of violence, 
be it inside or outside a ground. It does strike me 
as a bit rich that as purveyors of hooliganism the 
English complain about incidents outside the 
Stadio Olympico as grounds for moving venue. 
What separates Heysel and Hillsborough are that 
many people died and they both happened inside 
the ground. Hence they were not only a police 
problem but a football problem. 

If people (football fans or otherwise) wish to 
cause violence outside a stadium or in a town 
centre then it is for the police to deal with. Mov- 
ing the final because The Times and some of its 
readers think the city is unsafe is an affront to 
Rome and most Romans who are law abiding 
citizens. 

I don’t doubt that Roman fans are amongst the 
most passionate fans and sometimes in the worst 
type of violent way. Will there be violence on the 
day of the game? Maybe. But that is why police 
forces were invented. The point is that unrest in 
the streets is a police problem and not a football 
problem, sometimes the match is just an outlet 
for the violence. 

It does strike me as a bit rich The Times have 
started this campaign given England fans have a 
less than stellar track record of street violence. 
Banning Rome from staging the match is a bit 
like closing every bar and club in a major city 
centre at weekends and making people drink at 
home because you know they’II be trouble. 
Leroy Jerome Robinson 


Visit the blog www.bleedfootball.info for foot- 
ball opinions without clichés. 

Sources: www.thetimesonline.co.uk www.skys- 
ports.com 


By Leroy Jerome Robinson 
Photos by Soccer Way 


English fans receive some close attention form Italian authorities. 
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Winning Start for 
Stars’ Debutantes 


Southern Stars began their 2009 
State League Division One campaign 
with a 2-0 home win over pre-season 
favourite and competition leader 
Bentleigh Greens. 

Two second half headers to debutantes 
Hasan Topal and Orhan Kara gave new 
Stars’ coach Ufuk Kubilayhan a memo- 
rable senior coaching debut, against former 
coach, Dean Hennessy’s Greens. 

The Stars opened cautiously playing 
with lone striker Craig Platt. Greens striker 
Fikret Husanovic tested Stars keeper Mi- 
chael Sivulja with a couple of early long 
range efforts, whilst midfielder Craig Smart 
was busy in the middle for the visitors. 

The home team produced a flurry of set 
pieces at the end of the half, testing Greens 
keeper Robert Acs, who went off injured, 
replaced by Marijo Roza, early in the sec- 
ond half. 

In the 60th minute, Stars’ left midfielder 


Match Reports 


Hasan Topal chased down a Cihan Kara free 
kick, taken from inside his own half. Hesi- 
tation in the Greens defence allowed Topal 
to head home bravely, collecting a blow to 
his head for his efforts. 

The match sealer came in the 84th minute 

when Orhan Kara headed home a Baris Sa- 
hin corner to the far post. 
Stars’ Coach Kubilayhan said after the 
match, “ This team with its core, has a lot 
of passion and they have a lot of character. 
This is very hard to find. That was the key 
today.” 

Greens coach Dean Hennessy commented 
after the match, “The game is about two 
sets of eleven players. If one team wants it a 
little bit more than the other, that can make 
a big big difference. To be fair, I think over 
the 90 minutes, the better team won because 
they wanted it more. We’re going to learn 
from that.” 


By George Stogiannou 
State League Division One 
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BRUNSWICK STORM 
HOME TO BEAT 
RANGERS 


Brunswick City produced their best sec- 
ond half performance of the year to re- 
cord a great come from behind win in 
their third round encounter with Geelong 
Rangers. 

The home team began well gaining the as- 
cendancy early in the first half. Aki Gonullu 
produced the first chance of the game in the 9th 
minute when his left foot volley was tipped over 
the bar by the Rangers custodian, Marinovic. 
Brunswick continued to apply the pressure and 
when Madarovski’s deflected shot hit the post 
and deflected across the face of goal it appeared 
the home team was going to have one of those 
days. 

To Geelong’s credit they picked up the tempo 
of the game and with Scott Davison taking con- 
trol of the midfield the visitors got back into the 


game. The used every inch of the width off the 
park in their transitional play and started to cre- 
ate some headaches for the Brunswick defence. 
Their well organised defence was continuously 
pushing up and their forward line started to create 
some useful opportunities. In fact James Black- 
burn who was a real livewire up front had a great 
chance in the 39’ but his mishit shot was only just 
cleared by the Brunswick defence. Minutes later 
though the visitors went ahead through Black- 
burn who again with a cracking left foot shot 
beat Dimitropoulos after latching on to a good 
low cross. The main break could not come quick 
enough for Brunswick giving Ciantar a chance to 
reorganise tactically. 

Brunswick did come out on the front foot af- 
ter the break and from the onset put the Rangers 
on the back foot. In fact Brunswick should have 
equalised in the 56’ when Gino Defeo’s inch 
perfect cross was headed by Stafrace from point 
blank range just wide of the target. The onslaught 
continued and when David Garisto’s shot min- 
utes later hit the post the visitors clearly were in 


trouble. The equaliser came in the 69’ when an 
Adam Garisto cross from the right was well met 
by Ben Stafrace who tucked the ball across his 
body passed Marinovic. Rangers coach, Robert 
Noggler, clearly had no answers and Brunswick 
began to take advantage of Geelong’s fitness 
concerns. In the 77’ the winning goal was created 
by David Garisto when he used sheer strength 
to turn his opponent and get a low hard cross in. 
Marinovic could only parry the ball into the path 
of Stafrace who tapped in his second goal of the 
game and put the issue beyond doubt. Brunswick 
continued to control the tempo of the game and 
with the exception of one good save by Dimitro- 
poulos in the 83’ the game was safely in hand. 
The good win would surely pleased Ciantar 
whose patience and perseverance in his players 
paid dividends. 

The reserve team also played some very good 
football to pick up a well deserved 2-0 win with 
goals to Adam Franklin and Chris Tsalkos. 


Score: Brunswick City 2 Geelong Rangers 1 


Goalscorers:Ben Stafrace 69’ and 77’, (Bruns- 
wick City) James Blackburn 42’ (Geelong 
Rangers) 


Best:M. Karas, G.Defeo, J. Vouloumanos, 
Daniel Sadik (Brunswick) Davison, Blackburn, 
Hardy (Geelong) 


Line ups: 

Brunswick City: (Ciantar) Dimitropoulos, 
Danos, Jackson J.Vouloumanos, A. Garisto 
Gonullu (Daniel Sadik 31’) , Madarovski, D. 
Garisto , Karas Stafrace,Dennis Sadik 87’) 
(Tsalkos 92’) G. Defeo 


Geelong Rangers: (Noggler) Marinovic, Male- 


sic, Clayson, Ellis, Tillinger, Smart, Eazly (Mc- 
Callum 81’), Davison, Blackburn, Hardy, Ryan 


By Loui Simopoulos 
State League Division NW 2 


LIONS ROAR TO TOP 


Eastern Lions continued its impressive 
unbeaten start to the season by beating 
Morwell Pegasus 3-0. 

In perfect conditions, Eastern Lions were able 
to take the initiative as early as the 4th minute 
when Willams at the second attempt was able to 
slam the ball into the net from close range. 

The remainder of the half saw both teams 
struggle to create any clear chances. Half time 
Eastern Lions 1-0. 

In the second half, Morwell upped the tempo. 
A free kick just out of the box saw Bells’ shot 
brilliantly saved by Sango. 

With Morwell pressing , Eastern Lions looked 
dangerous on the counter. Karanikolas went 
close to the second goal but sliced his shot from 
close range. 

In the 75th minute, a beautiful exchange of 
passes between Wallace and Harel, saw Harel’s 
angled shot slide in off the post. 

For the remainder of the game, it seemed only 
a matter of time before the Lions went further 
ahead. The Morwell keeper produced three bril- 
liant saves in succession but let himself down 
when McEvoy’s corner was deflected into his 
own net. 


Final score Eastern Lions v Morwell 3-0. 
TEAM LINEUP: Sango, Harper, Nasser, 
McCarthur, Willams, Ziada, O’Hare, Harel, 
Bouios, Karanikolas, Carter 

SUBS: Wallace, McEvoy, Crea, Lightfoot, 
Milne 

RESERVES 

Final Score Morwell v Eastern Lions 0-0. 
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Saints Crush 
Clifton Hill 


Saints crushed Clifton Hill by 4 goals 
to 1 and jumped to the top of the State 
League Division One ladder with a game 
in hand. 

The home side went ahead in the 14th minute 
through Fidel Richards’s header, but Saints hit 
back 3 minutes later with first of Loncaric 3 
goals for the afternoon. Mark Paleka did the hard 
work on the flank witch created opportunity for 
Loncaric and the Saints drew level. As half time 
approached neither side could manage a clear op- 
portunity to score. 

All of this changed dramatically in the first 

15 minutes of the second half in which Saints 
swamped the opposition and scored 3 more times. 
In the 49th minute Loncaric put Saints ahead 
with a clever chip over the advancing keeper and 
Tomi Razov extended the lead 4 minutes later. 
Loncaric completed his hat-trick with a penalty 
after being brought down in the box. 


Hat trick hero certificate on its way to Joe Loncaric 


R!| 9 3OAM - 1.00PM & 2.00PM - 5.00 
. 1.00PM - SPM. 


vfitz@vienet. netau 
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SAINTS GAIN TOP SPOT 


Stars Shock Greens, Royals Keep Climbing 


The St Albans Saints have this week- 
end jumped to the top of the State 
League One table after the previous 
pacesetters; the Bentleigh Greens, 
slipped up to the Southern Stars in 
an action-packed round three. 

St Albans ensured they maintained their un- 
beaten start to the season with a comprehen- 
sive 4-1 victory over Clifton Hill at Kevin 
Bartlett Reserve on Saturday. The Saints 

let loose in the second half on the back of 

a Josip Loncaric hat-trick, after being held 
to just 1-1 at half time courtesy of Clifton 
Hill’s Fidell Richards brace, cancelling out 
Saint Ivan Razov’s earlier goal. The large 
margin not only boosted St Albans confi- 
dence, but has propelled them into first place 
thanks to their superior goal difference. 

The Southern Stars, in their belated start to 
season 2009 after their opening two games 
were postponed, sent out ominous signs to 
the rest of the league with a 2-0 defeat of 
the championship favourites; the Bentle- 
igh Greens, at Ross Reserve on Saturday 
afternoon. A scoreless first half was due 
justice for both sides, with neither side 

able to create many clear-cut opportunities. 
However, after the break, the Stars, possibly 
assisted by their fresh legs playing their first 
competitive match for the year, hit the lead 
via an Orhan Kara goal, who later went on 
to seal the three points with a second goal. 
In the clash between two sides with vastly 
contrasting fortunes so far, Bulleen emerged 
the victor over Springvale as expected, 
though it was far from a rout, the Zebras 
breathing a sigh of relief with a 2-1 win at 
White Eagles Stadium on Saturday evening. 
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Saints striker Joe Loncaric completes his hat trick. Photo: Steve Starek 


Torrid defending from the winless White 
Eagles suggested Bulleen were going to 
have to earn any points, Springvale doing 
well to make it to half time with both sides 
on level terms. Although, the Zebras were 
not to be denied any longer after the break, 
Haris Vrbovac and Matthew Leckie scoring 
two goals in rapid succession, appearing to 
secure the three points in the process. While 
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Bentleigh Greens player hurdles the tackle by Southern Stars player. 
Photo: John Punshon 
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Springvale’s Tome Racunica managed to 
pull one goal back, ensuring a nervous finish 
to the match, it was to no avail, as Bulleen 
protected their lead, and scored their second 
win for the year. 

The Frankston Pines horror start to 2009 has 
continued with a 1-0 loss to the Fawkner 
Blues at Monterey Reserve on Saturday 
night. The Pines and Blues both headed into 
the clash having only scored one goal and 
still searching for their opening win since 
being relegated from the Premier League 
last year, showed signs of great desperation 
as they tried to find the opening goal. How- 
ever, thanks to fantastic goalkeeping on both 
sides, the scores remained elusive until late 
in the game when Chris Greechan finally 
managed to find the back of the net. 
Northcote City also managed to score their 
first win for the year, coming out triumphant 
3-2 in an exciting match against Langwarrin 
at Lawton Park Reserve on Saturday. Like 
the Frankston-Fawkner game, this match 
also saw two teams yet to secure a win. 
Trent Rixon goal early on was enough to see 
City head into half time with a 1-0 advan- 
tage, though after the break Rados Tomic 
and Cameron Leopold hit back with goals 
for Langwarrin. These sparked Northcote 
into action, Rixon scoring his second for 

the game bringing the game back onto level 
terms before Ilias Diniotis found the net 
with the long-awaited match-winner. 
Meanwhile at Hosken Reserve on Saturday, 
Pascoe Vale hosted the Western Suburbs in 
a scoreless draw between two very evenly 
matched sides. While there were a number 
of chances for either side, neither team 
could really make the most of them, with the 
game becoming increasingly obvious that 

it would peter out into a draw. It is all the 
more disappointing for Pascoe Vale, who 
had the opportunity to take first place out- 
right with a victory, while even the Western 
Suburbs could have gone to equal top on 
points. 


By Jeremy O’Neill 
Photos by J.Punshon & S.Starek 


SUAME LEAME 


Langwarrin 2 (R Tomic CK Leo- 
pold) Northcote City 3 (T Rixon 
2 | Diniotis), Southern Stars 2 
(O Kara) Bentleigh Greens 0, 
Clifton Hill 1 (FN Richards) St 
Albans Saints 4 (| Razov J Lon- 
caric 3), Pascoe Vale 0 West- 
ern Suburbs 0, Springvale 
White Eagles 1 (T Racunica) 
Bulleen Royals 2 (H Vrbovac 

M Leckie), Frankston Pines 0 
Fawkner Blues 1 (C Greechan) 


PWODL FA PT 
StAlbans Saints 2 2 0 0 7 2 6 
Bentleigh Greens3 2 0 1 4 2 6 
Bulleen Royals 2 2 00 3 1 6 
Pascoe Vale 3120315 
Northcote Ciy 3 1205 4 5 
Western Suburbs3 11 1 4 4 4 
Fawkner Blues 3 111 2 3 4 
Clifton Hill 311146 4 
Southern Stars 1100 2 0 3 
Frankston Pines 3 012 1 5 1 
Langwarrin 3003 2 5 0 
Springvale WE 3 00 3 4 8 0 


Bentleigh Greens v Springvale WE 
Kingston Heath 
Fri 24 Apr KO 8:00PM 


Pascoe Vale v Frankston Pines 
Hosken Reserve 
Sat 25 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Northcote City v Southern Stars 
John Cain Memorial Park 
Sat 25 Apr KO 3:00PM 


St Albans Saints v Western Suburbs 
Churchill Reserve 
Sun 26 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Fawkner Blues v Langwarrin 
CB Smith Reserve 
Sun 26 Apr KO 3:00PM 


Bulleen Royals v Clifton Hill 
Veneto Social Club 
Mon 27 Apr KO 8:15PM 


Langwarrin 6 Northcote City 0, South- 
ern Stars 0 Bentleigh Greens 4, Clifton 
Hill 2 St Albans Saints 2, Pascoe Vale 
2 Western Suburbs 4, Springvale White 
Eagles 1 Bulleen Royals 3, Frankston 
Pines 0 Fawkner Blues 2 


PWODL FA PT 

Langwarrin 3.300 142 9 
Western Suburbs 3 2 10 9 6 7 
Bentleigh Greens3 2 01 9 3 6 
Fawkner Blues 3 120 7 5 5 
Pascoe Vale 311177 4 
SpringvaleWe 3 102 6 8 3 
Bulleen Royals 2 101 3 6 3 
Frankston Pines 3 102 2 6 3 
Clifton Hill 3021462 
StAlbans Saints 2 011 3 4 1 
Northcote Ciy 3 012 411 1 
Southern Stars 1001 0 4 0 
Issue #8 


REST Seq ADO ERSEE State & Provisional Leaques - Round 3 | ge all 
Seniors = === STATENORTHWEST2 =—_—_sReserves 


Thomastown Devils 2 (D Giarratana M Packovski) Al- Thomastown Devils 0 Altona City 0, Brunswick City 2 


All matches to be played on Saturday 25th 
April with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


STATE NW 2 
Ballarat Red Devils v North Geelong Warriors 


tona City 1 (A Amato), Brunswick City 2 (B Stafrace 2) 
Geelong Rangers 1 (J Blackburn), Altona East Phoenix 
1 (SR Hossaini) Westgate 0, Werribee City 0 Keilor Park 
0, Williamstown 0 Ballarat Red Devils 0, North Geelong 
Warriors 4 (M Demo 3 A Palmieri) Sydenham Park 1 (B 
Trpcevski) 


4 


Altona East Phoenix 
Williamstown 
Brunswick City 
North Geelong Warriors 
Geelong Rangers 
Werribee City 
Thomastown Devils 
Altona City 

Keilor Park 
Westgate 

Ballarat Red Devils 
Sydenham Park 


WWWWWHWWWHWWWW TD 
SOCOOS22A2NNNNWS 
Op=]=NO0O=2=00-=-200 
WNNANAAAACOOLF 
NOINARWAOAHWHaT 
ONWWUAANAWWOOD 
SCA 432NWARKROONNGO TD 


Banyule City 2 (M Panaghis) North Sunshine Eagles 1 (A 
Isai), La Trobe University 2 (L Lidestri 2) Melbourne Uni- 
versity Rangers 0, Moreland City 3 Lalor 3 (D Christou D 
Alevizos WJ Sismanis), Cairnlea 0 Maribyrnong Greens 
4 (E Ahmetovic E Nuhanovic 2), Geelong 1 Westvale 0, 
Hume Utd 3 (E Karasungur PA Dickie 2) Yarraville Glory 
1 (S Georgakakis) 


4 


Hume Utd 

Moreland City 
Maribyrnong Greens 
Yarraville Glory 

La Trobe University 
Banyule City 
Melbourne Uni Rangers 
Geelong 

Lalor 

Westvale 

North Sunshine Eagles 
Cairnlea 


NWONWWWHWWWHNww yD 
SCODOFS2A2NNNNWS 
COaAN0243000200 
NweanaearaancoT 
OCNWONAUMTOANDT 
ONROSAMOANOND 
SCO]=NWAKRDDONOTV 


Whittlesea Utd 3 (S Mirik Z Aygun N Slaveski) Elwood 
City 1, Laverton Park 1 Corio 2, Lalor Utd 4 Melbourne 
City 0, Essendon Utd 4 (A Napolitano AD Angerami V 
Tartaglia P Devuono) Western Eagles 1 (R Pete), Sun- 
bury Utd 3 (RL Mois D Murdaca) FC Strathmore 1 (A 
Kelic), Northern Falcons 0 South Yarra 2 (CN Maclean 
B Dolan) 


4 


Whittlesea Utd 
Sunbury Utd 
Lalor Utd 
Essendon Utd 
South Yarra 
Corio 

Laverton Park 
FC Strathmore 
Northern Falcons 
Melbourne City 
Elwood City 
Western Eagles 


WWWWWWWWWWWW TU 
SAODOFANNNNWWS 
COs42220000000 
WOWNN Aaa aaa oO oOT 
WORNAROAMANNNOT 
OOONKROANARANN=AD 
COAA2hBRDBHABHDVHOOOTV 


Hoppers Crossing 0 Watsonia Heights 0, Bell Park 0 Mo- 
reland Utd 3 (A Babo), Darebin Utd 1 (N Assaad) Colling- 
wood City 1 (J Constantinou), Melbourne Tornado 1 (R 
Blazevic) Avondale Heights 6 (M Jancic 2 R Canzoneri 
2 SJ Spiteri C Grasso), North City Lions 5 Plenty Valley 
Lions 0, West Preston 3 Epping City 2 
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Collingwood City 
West Preston 
Avondale Heights 
Moreland Utd 
Hoppers Crossing 
North City Lions 
Epping City 

Bell Park 

Plenty Valley Lions 
Watsonia Heights 
Darebin Utd 
Melbourne Tornado 


OnAwhaananstnaTt 


= 


WWWWWWWWWWWWwW TD 
= 


COOFSBSB5252NNNNS 
SCNNOOA2NC00==0 
WA SNNB3205325200F 
SoRFoOonwrRAA AA 


Brimbank 1 (R Cesaire) Ascot Vale 0, Brunswick Zebras 
1 (M Roca) Melton 1 (P Tzimopoulos), Bundoora Utd 

1 (NS Coyle) Brimbank City 2, Mill Park 1 (P Lazari) 
Keon Park 1 (S( Dimas), Surf Coast 0 Upfield 1 (E 
Kondo), Youth Utd 3 (D Kaya H Konak) Keilor Wolves 

1 (D Panev) 


4 


Upfield 
Brimbank 
Brunswick Zebras 
Bundoora Utd 
Melton 

Youth Utd 
Surf Coast 
Brimbank City 
Mill Park 
Keilor Wolves 
Keon Park 
Ascot Vale 


WWWWWWWWWWWW TD 
COBB saan54NnNNS 
On osnnnnnnang 
WONNABABBAAROOOLF 
VNUAKRWWANOR UOT 
WMONNWNWHANNWEY 
O-WhARARARANNNT 


Covering The World Game Un A Local Level. 


Geelong Rangers 0, Altona East Phoenix 3 Westgate 
1, Werribee City 0 Keilor Park 5, Williamstown 1 Bal- 
larat Red Devils 2, North Geelong Warriors 2 Syden- 
ham Park 1 


4 


Keilor Park 

Ballarat Red Devils 
Thomastown Devils 
Brunswick City 
Williamstown 

Altona City 
Werribee City 
Geelong Rangers 
North Geelong Warriors 
Altona East Phoenix 
Sydenham Park 
Westgate 


WWWWWWWWWWWWD 
COssasasnnannnnws 
C-=00OA44302300 
ONNNNA=A=22000fF 
NWWANAWUMANANT 
NONNBROWWRONOD 
CAwWWWARRHKRONNOT 


Banyule City 2 North Sunshine Eagles 0, La Trobe 
University 4 Melbourne University Rangers 2, More- 
land City 2 Lalor 1, Cairnlea 3 Maribyrnong Greens 3, 
Geelong 0 Westvale 0, Hume Utd 0 Yarraville Glory 2 
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SAA WWWOAWRAOAANT 


La Trobe University 
Yarraville Glory 
Banyule City 

Moreland City 
Geelong 

Westvale 

Maribyrnong Greens 
Hume Utd 

Cairnlea 

Melbourne Uni Rangers 
North Sunshine Eagles 
Lalor 


WWWNHWWNHWWWWW TD 
SCODOS243543NNNHSE 
Onr3220232N00=00 
WNNANZAOOA200LfF 
AOINANOONAW=WD 
Oss 42HWRKRMMDONOTV 


Whittlesea Utd 0 Elwood City 3, Laverton Park 1 Corio 
1, Lalor Utd 2 Melbourne City 0, Essendon Utd 2 
Western Eagles 1, Sunbury Utd 0 FC Strathmore 1, 
Northern Falcons 0 South Yarra 1 


4 


Elwood City 
Essendon Utd 
Melbourne City 
South Yarra 
Lalor Utd 
Laverton Park 
Northern Falcons 
FC Strathmore 
Whittlesea Utd 
Western Eagles 
Corio 

Sunbury Utd 


WWWWWHWWWWWWWD 
COOSS232445NNHHS 
=2=220002NO00000 
SNANAWHWANTD TM 
WROAOMOTANAANANALY 
SBA 2wWWWRUDHOO TV 


NNNNNNADOASZOCOT 


Hoppers Crossing 2 Watsonia Heights 0, Bell Park 1 
Moreland Utd 1, Darebin Utd 1 Collingwood City 3, 
Melbourne Tornado 1 Avondale Heights 2, North City 
Lions 3 Plenty Valley Lions 2, West Preston 3 Epping 
City 2 


Collingwood City 
Bell Park 

North City Lions 
Epping City 
Hoppers Crossing 
Melbourne Tornado 
Watsonia Heights 
Avondale Heights 
West Preston 
Moreland Utd 
Plenty Valley Lions 
Darebin Utd 


WWWHWWHWWWWWWWD 
COOSS2432443NNNHS 
=2=32nN0002N00=00 
WARNARARADNDAOT 
ONANwMARWAGTWALY 
a anNnowwnRaaono | 


NNANNNADOASZ0COT 


Brimbank 3 Ascot Vale 0, Brunswick Zebras 0 Melton 
1, Bundoora Utd 5 Brimbank City 1, Mill Park 5 Keon 
Park 1, Surf Coast 0 Upfield 2, Youth Utd 1 Keilor 
Wolves 1 


> 


SCOMKVHBRRERDNOOT 


Bundoora Utd 
Melton 

Keilor Wolves 
Upfield 
Brunswick Zebras 
Brimbank City 
Youth Utd 

Mill Park 
Brimbank 
Surf Coast 
Ascot Vale 
Keon Park 


= 
AAWRAMBHRODHDHAN 


WWWWWWWWWWWwW TD 
nN 


COs s aaa annwos 
COO00CO]=2-0-2000 
WWNNNAAAA2OCOCOT 
DONMRODMRNAN =H 


Doncaster Rovers 4 (S Alinejad 2 S Murat LR Sibanda) 
Heatherton Utd 1 (A Saleh), Malvern City 2 (M Riley 2 
JM Sastre-Tejedor) South Springvale 1 (F Korkaric), Dia- 
mond Valley Utd 1 (L Minopoulos) Port Melbourne 1 (M 
Pino), Casey Comets 1 (D Terek) Dandenong City 1 (S 
Topalovic), Morwell Pegasus 0 Eastern Lions 3 (P McE- 
voy A Williams O Harel) 


4 


Eastern Lions 
Port Melbourne 
Doncaster Rovers 
Malvern City 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Morwell Pegasus 
Heatherton Utd 
Knox City 

Casey Comets 
South Springvale 
Dandenong City 
Kingston City 


NVWWNANWWWNWWD 
SSCDDO2S243NNNHOS 
O-242200-00-00 
NNNAOCANA200O0OLfF 
FSNNAONWADTAANT 
ANANOCRAMNNANNS 
OF ]= 232 WWERDONOTV 


Croydon City Arrows 1 (D Latimer) Southern Suburbs 1, 
Noble Park Utd 2 (Z Seci N Vukosavijevic) Springvale 
City 3 (A Lolic M Pedic A Osmani), Sandringham City 0 
Nunawading City 4 (SC Bye AM Adem CK Stemn Jnr), 
Brandon Park 1 (O Baheerathan) Boroondara Eagles 3 
(D Marino N Samuel 2), Berwick City 0 Waverley Wan- 
derers 0 


4 


Boroondara Eagles 
Nunawading City 
Springvale City 
Noble Park Utd 
Brandon Park 
Southern Suburbs 
Croydon City Arrows 
North Caulfield 
Waverley Wanderers 
Berwick City 
Peninsula Strikers 
Sandringham City 


NVNWNONWWWNHYNWWD 
SCODDDDOS322N5 
CAaANNNWWAABAAADd 
N=2200002=00207F 
SP AWONNWANTONT 
OANRONNWANWWADYD 
CANNNHOWARAHKRANT 


Monbulk 0 Mooroolbark 0, Monash University 2 (A Salmon 
MW Nyadzayo) Ashburton 1 (B Jackson), Old Melburnians 
1 (M Pember) Fitzroy City 0, Mornington 1 (C McKenna) Old 
Camberwell Grammar 1 (SL Whittaker), Warragul Utd 2 (S 
Byers P Cooper) Old Scotch 0, Endeavour Utd 1 (M Cic- 
carelli) Doveton 3 (L Buhic AT Hermus 2) 


4 


Warragul Utd 
Fitzroy City 

Old Camberwell Grammar 
Mornington 
Doveton 

Monbulk 

Monash University 
Mooroolbark 

Old Melburnians 
Old Scotch 
Ashburton 
Endeavour Utd 


WWNNWWWWWWWwD 
SCOOZFOB225242NNS 
SCAB OWABaNNNOA=ADT 
WNA2032200030TF 
WONNNNAHRHROWNHR OT 
ONBRANARWNARBAADY 
OA32WbWRRROGTDHH V 


Dandenong Sparrows 6 (T Ithier DE Schulberg 2 D Ithier 
T Boi) Berwick Kings 2 (D Blanusa), Rowville Eagles 1 (C 
Badelita) White Star Dandenong 3 (D Lipski K Thevenot 
AAAlghamdi), Carrum Utd 0 Old Brighton Grammarians 
4 (J Prendergast R Damiano J Foschini 2), Lyndale Utd 
1 (P Hanna) Old Carey 0, Whitehorse Utd 1 (J Kazalac) 
Beaumaris 4 (MG Antonopoulos TF Cannon G D'Imperio 
A Kuljuh), Riversdale 3 (R Vickers R Halliday 2) Caulfield 
Cobras 2 (O Tufan 2) 


> 


COjaNweR ARR OO YG 


Dandenong Sparrows 
Lyndale Utd 
Beaumaris 

Old Brighton Grammarians 
Whitehorse Utd 
Carrum Utd 
Riversdale 

White Star Dandenong 
Rowville Eagles 

Old Carey 

Caulfield Cobras 
Berwick Kings 


> 


ANWWNWWWWWWwWD 
CODOSBS23a5454005 
COANOA=43452000 
SBNUNABBB BBA O OT 
NVNATWABRWAROT 
OROVNS2>ouMaAN 


Bayside Argonauts 1 (K Caimakamis) Endeavour Hills 
0, Glen Waverley 2 Uni. of Melbourne 2, Meadow Park 
Eagles 1 (B Staines) Seaford Utd 0, Brighton 2 (P Mc- 
Caig 2) East Bentleigh 1 (A Papaioannou), Keysborough 
5 (M Roberts 2 D Verdichizzi D Lual J Viegas) Eltham 
North 0, Old Trinity Grammarians 5 (M Del Rio TP Miller 


> 


Oost SY SOFC ER HOTT 


Brighton 

Noble Park 
Keysborough 

Old Trinity Grammarians 
East Bentleigh 
Bayside Argonauts 
Meadow Park Eagles 
Seaford Utd 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Glen Waverley 
Eltham North 
Endeavour Hills 


ANWAWNAWWWWwWD 

CCCOSS4444N08 

O-n=433200024-=000 

BaBanonsaosnsnannor 
ae 

SB SANNANOANOWNT 

WHROANWAOD-ANN 


Out Every Monday. 


Doncaster Rovers 5 Heatherton Utd 1, Malvern City 10 
South Springvale 2, Diamond Valley Utd 1 Port Mel- 
bourne 3, Casey Comets 2 Dandenong City 3, Morwell 
Pegasus 0 Eastern Lions 0 


PWD _L F A PT 
Port Melbourne 330016 3 9 
Dandenong City 33001149 
Eastern Lions 32109 07 
Morwell Pegasus O72 WO 7 1 
Doncaster Rovers 220011 16 
Knox City 11006 03 
Malvern City 3.10 211103 
Casey Comets 20022 50 
Heatherton Utd 20022 70 
Kingston City 2002011 0 
Diamond Valley Utd 3003 315 0 
South Springvale 3003 324 0 


Croydon City Arrows 5 Southern Suburbs 1, Noble Park| 
Utd 4 Springvale City 0, Sandringham City 3 Nunawad- 
ing City 1, Brandon Park 2 Boroondara Eagles 0, Ber- 
wick City 7 Waverley Wanderers 0 


4 


Noble Park Utd 
Croydon City Arrows 
Berwick City 
Brandon Park 
Peninsula Strikers 
Sandringham City 
Southern Suburbs 
North Caulfield 
Nunawading City 
Springvale City 
Boroondara Eagles 
Waverley Wanderers 


NVWWWNWNNWWWWD 
SCODDONNNNWWS 
SODOOANDOOA000 
NWwwsasd032000F 
NwWAAUBoYORT 
OROANARWNOPY 
SSOSZNDADONOOT 


Monbulk 1 Mooroolbark 1, Monash University 1 Ashbur- 
ton 0, Old Melburnians 3 Fitzroy City 0, Mornington 1 Old 
Camberwell Grammar 1, Warragul Utd 0 Old Scotch 1, 
Endeavour Utd 3 Doveton 2 


> 


ASS OORHRAGADNT 


Monash University 
Endeavour Utd 
Mooroolbark 

Old Camberwell Grammar 
Mornington 
Ashburton 

Old Scotch 

Old Melburnians 
Fitzroy City 
Doveton 

Warragul Utd 
Monbulk 


WWWWNNWWWWWWD 
COOfAs242544NNS 
2422002 42NNN0=20 
NNNNAORCOOOA0F 
WWATANNATWOMT 


are 
SoNnoOR AA wWRA OND 


Dandenong Sparrows 2 Berwick Kings 4, Rowville 
Eagles 3 White Star Dandenong 4, Carrum Utd 0 Old 
Brighton Grammarians 2, Lyndale Utd 2 Old Carey 1, 
Whitehorse Utd 1 Beaumaris 2, Riversdale 3 Caulfield 
Utd 3 


Riversdale 

Old Carey 

Beaumaris 

Lyndale Utd 

Old Brighton Grammarians 
Dandenong Sparrows 
Berwick Kings 

White Star Dandenong 
Caulfield Utd 
Whitehorse Utd 
Rowville Eagles 
Carrum Utd 


WWWNNAWWWWWWD 
SCODOA24243NNNNE 
SCABNDOANTDOOH=0 
NVARAMWOOONT 
MROANKRA0OUNDS 
Csaa2nwwoKRnDoon G 


WNNOAO202230T 


No 
a8 
No 


Bayside Argonauts 5 Endeavour Hills 0, Glen Waverley 
1 Uni. of Melbourne 0, Meadow Park Eagles 0 Sea- 
ford Utd 1, Brighton 0 East Bentleigh 1, Keysborough 
5 Eltham North 2, Old Trinity Grammarians 2 Noble 
Park 1 


East Bentleigh 

Glen Waverley 
Bayside Argonauts 
Old Trinity Grammarians 
Keysborough 
Meadow Park Eagles 
Seaford Utd 

Noble Park 

Brighton 

Endeavour Hills 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Eltham North 


NVANWWWNWWNWYWD 
SCODDO2=242NNNHOS 
COsA2N00200=00 
NA Sf2N]2N222000T 
NOWNTANVNAROTD ™ 
OrzMnaDAaGaNnNwWOo? 
COAa2NHYwWROONO YG 


geval! 


Trekardo Park 

Keilor Park v Williamstown 

Keilor Park Reserve 

Sydenham Park v Thomastown Devils 
Keilor Lodge Reserve 

Geelong Rangers v Altona East Phoenix 
Myers Reserve 

Altona City v Brunswick City 

HC Kim Reserve 

Westgate v Werribee City 

Ardeer Reserve Sat 25 Apr KO 7:00PM 


STATE SE 2 

Port Melbourne v Casey Comets 

SS Anderson Reserve Fri 24 Apr KO 8:30PM 
Heatherton Utd v Kingston City 

Bosnia & Herzegovina Centre 

Eastern Lions v Doncaster Rovers 
Gardiners Creek Reserve 

Dandenong City v Morwell Pegasus 
Frank Holohan Soccer Reserve 

Knox City v Malvern City 

Egan Lee Reserve 

South Springvale v Diamond Valley Utd 
Warner Reserve 


STATE NW 3 

Westvale v Hume Utd 
McKechnie Reserve 
Maribyrnong Greens v Geelong 
Skinner Reserve 

Moreland City v Cairnlea 
Campbell Reserve 

Yarraville Glory v Banyule City 
Mclvor Reserve 

Lalor v Melbourne University Rangers 
RGC Cook Reserve 


North Sunshine Eagles v La Trobe University 


Larissa Reserve 


STATE SE 3 

Boroondara Eagles v Waverley Wanderers 
Macleay Park 

Nunawading City v Brandon Park 
Mahoneys Road Reserve 

Springvale City v Sandringham City 
Ross Reserve 

Berwick City v Croydon City Arrows 
Jack Thomas Reserve 

Southern Suburbs v Peninsula Strikers 
Keeley Park 

North Caulfield v Noble Park Utd 
Caulfield Park Sun 26 Apr KO 3:00PM 


PROVI NW 1 

Sunbury Utd v Northern Falcons 
Langama Park 

Western Eagles v FC Strathmore 
Polish Sports & Rec. Centre 
Melbourne City v Essendon Utd 
Edwards Reserve 

South Yarra v Whittlesea Utd 
Fawkner Park 

Corio v Lalor Utd 

Hume Reserve, Geelong North 
Elwood City v Laverton Park 
Elwood Park 


PROVI SE 1 

Old Scotch v Endeavour Utd 

H.A. Smith Reserve 

Old Camberwell Grammar v Warragul Utd 
Deepdene Park 

Fitzroy City v Mornington 

Fairfield Park 

Doveton v Monbulk 

Waratah Reserve 

Ashburton v Old Melburnians 
Ashburton Park 

Mooroolbark v Monash University 
Esther Park Reserve 


PROVI NW 2 

Plenty Valley Lions v West Preston 
LE Cotchin Reserve 

Avondale Heights v North City Lions 
Doyle Street Reserve 

Darebin Utd v Melbourne Tornado 
Mayer Park 

Epping City v Hoppers Crossing 
Duffy Street Reserve 

Collingwood City v Moreland Utd 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 

Watsonia Heights v Bell Park 
Gabonia Reserve 


PROVI SE 2 

Riversdale v Beaumaris 

Frog Hollow Reserve 

Old Carey v Whitehorse Utd 

Carey Sports Complex Wilcox Field 
Lyndale Utd v Old Brighton Grammarians 
Lyndale Secondary College 

Caulfield Cobras v Dandenong Sparrows 
Victory Park 

White Star Dandenong v Carrum Utd 
Greaves Reserve 

Berwick Kings v Rowville Eagles 

Betula Park 


PROVI NW 3 

Upfield v Youth Utd 

Gibbs Reserve 

Keon Park v Surf Coast 
JC Donath Reserve 
Brimbank City v Mill Park 
Selwyn Park 

Keilor Wolves v Brimbank 
Green Gully Reserve No.4 
Melton v Bundoora Utd 
MacPhersons Park 

Ascot Vale v Brunswick Zebras 
Fairbairn Park 


PROVI SE 3 

Eltham North v Old Trinity Grammarians 
Eltham North Reserve 

Brighton v Keysborough 

Dendy Park 

Seaford Utd v East Bentleigh 

North Seaford Reserve 

Noble Park v Bayside Argonauts 
Norman Luth Reserve 

Uni. of Melbourne v Meadow Park Eagles 
Princes Park (Parkville) 

Endeavour Hills v Glen Waverley 

Power Reserve 


